* 


3 "I Fr 
> N | N 2 1 I 
. 1 Pur 


T RE A TIS Bll \ 
| CONSOLATION. 


PARENTS | 


FOR THE | | 


Death of their Children. 3 


| 


ae upon the argon of the Death 
of the Dake of Glouceſter; 
. 2 eb nl fs 


55 Winton Nicuozs, D. = 


| 
| 
| 


The Lord gave, and the Lord hath * — |] 
. be the, name . and 2 » Job. | 


| LONDON, Printed for 7. Bemper at the Half. Lf 64 
i Moon i St. Pauls Church. yard. MDCCL \ 8 


_ ts. 
— 


* 2. ; 
— ** - k 8 - 8 5 33 _ . ; . J . a 
— — —— I 
_— — 
. 


—_— W . — * * ä 1 
: 


* 91 * * L * d l - 
l 1 2 — » . 5 * Fa > - 3 9 © '> * I p : - 4 * 8 
« d 2 * F p * . = * y 
F . : ; : 
IF © * 1 R ; ; - 
Y — 4\ 
J * © . 5 
_ - ” x 
- 7 , 
> „ 
* 45 
; | S 
8 — 23 „„ e 
N 8 2 Fa i * 
- ” 
. 1 % 6 9 * 4 1 ' = F b 4 _ » - - - <<. 
2 — wu — - N 
- . * a nos „ » Þ. ganas -.v „. * 4 
. 32 en. oy — „ 
9 


i 1 i '% "I" * , —— — — ® 
— r ; 
. 
* 
- 


- 


& > 


* 
— 
— 


„ 


. 
* 

4 

— 
* 
9 + 


—__ 


. 
. 
G = 


——— 
LY 
: 


ar 0 od 


ft 
— ** * 
— 


* 
P 
T 


l 6 - " 
_— * mw gl. * 43 — , mow gu” , 1 r te LT. #6 


A —_—— 


3 . 6. 
* . 
a . 4, 
g * * * 8 


DENMARK 


bey it pleaſe your Highneſs, | 


which it has 


terrible Mliction, 


Death of your dear Sow; ; that 


1 & would afferd You the great- 
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N E whole Nation us 4 
ſenſibly affected by the 


Wl pleaſed: Ln. God to viſit 
Pour Highneſs with, in the 


Lie the hearty Prayer of every - 
zoo Chriſtian among us, That- 
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"7H Dedicat än 


Meaſure of the Strength 
; Aff 7 hi Grate he's 
ſupport "You under the fad 
Glens. - 24 | 
640M + ab honeft Subj 785 
and hearty Lover of his Chas 
try; # at this time more efpect- 
ally bound in Duty to do, by 
how much ſ% great a ſhare' of | 
the Welfare of our Nation it 
founded on Your Safety. 
Cod in his fudgement Cas 4 | 
Puniſhment for our Sins) has 
ſuffered the numerous Branches | 
of Your fruitfull Houſe to be 
either cut off by Death, or to 

be perverted i a bad Rehpion;. 
| an 6% ah 1 he pr eſent Expetta- 7 


2 


tion 


9 


The Dedication. 

tion of our Future Happineſs 
- the $ ucceſfion of theſe Nations, 
Your upon the ſingle Thread 


our Highneſſes Life. 
#5 Conſideration whereof has 


given me the Preſumption of re. 
commending theſe few Papers to 
Your * And may Cod, 0 
his infinite AM ercy, give 4 Blef: 
fig to them, that 2 may re- 
cerve thereby y ſome Comfort and 


Reliefunder our ſad Afflition, 
which i the daily Prayer of, 


, ; Madam, 
| Tour Highneffes moſt Dutiful 
and Obedient Servant, 


7 
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W. Nicholls. 
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FOR: THE 


ATURE has im preſ- i cm/.- 
ſed ſuch. werful Incl _ 


nations in the Affections of Ta-“ «Graf 
rents 


” 
> 
. 2 


A, 


Conſolation to Parents for 
rents to their Children, has framed 


their Souls with ſuch a ſtrong 


Bent of Love, and Tenderneſs to 
their dear Offspring, has made 
them to retain ſuch a Care for their 


Happineſs, ſuch a Pleaſure in their 


Converſation, ſuch pleaſing Hopes 
and. Expectations of them, and 
ſuch a delightſome Reliſh of all 
their Looks, and Words, and Acti- 
ons; that oſtentimes, when it ſeems 
good to Providence to deprive 
them of this Happineſs, their Souls 


Shock of inſupportable Gricf, and 


are carried away by ſuch a Tor- 
rent of Sorrow; that the unhap- 
py Creatures have neither Patience 


to bear, nor a Deſire to be freed 


from their Miſery. They love to 


receive thereby ſuch a terrible. | 


indulge themſelves in this miſera- 


ble Paſſion; they take a. Pleaſure 
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A 


to dwell upon their fad Thoughts, 
| | tho? 
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the Death of their Children. 3 
tho? they rack and tear their Souls 
© when ever they he before them; 
in ſtead of aſſwaging, they de- 
light to aggravate their Grief with 
| ; all the heightening Circumſtances 
W which they can cloath it with; 
refuſing any comfortable Advice 
which ſhall be offered them with 
Anger and Diſdain, as deſigned 
to deprive them of the lamenta- 
ble Satisfaction, which they find 
in tormenting themſelyes. By 
chis Exceſs of Sorrow, (which is 
apt to abound moſt in the more 
Noble and Generous Minds, whoſe 
Affections arc naturally more ten- 1 
der, and have more ſenſible Im- 
preſſions made upon them by ſuch 
Loſſes,) many Misfortunes in a 
Family have been doubled and 
rebled upon them; the Death of 
I Child has been followed by that 4 
> Ft che diſconſolate Mother, and 
13 B 2 the 
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& Conſolation to Parents for 
the Husband's intemperate Grief 
for theſe Two Diſaſters, has ha- 
ſtened his Death to make way for 
a Third: Now, when ever Grief 
| riſes to ſuch a high Degree, the 
Confideration of it is not more 
ſad, than the Cure of it is diffi- 
cult; for this violent Diſtemper 
of the Mind has often overpow- 
erd, not only the ſtrongeſt Ef- 
forts of Reaſon; but a great Mea · 
ſure of Religion likewiſe. As for 
other bodily Diſtempers, the Pain 
and Smart which they ſuffer under 
them puts Perſons upon parſumg 
all proper Methods for a Delive- 
rance from them; but this unhap- 
© py Grief of Mind renders them 
averſe to any Remedy, it makes 
them hug their Diſtemper the clo- 
fer to them, and occaſions them 
to think, that their lamentable 
Sorrows are a part of their 5 4 


the Death of their Children. 5 
and do but become them. Now 
for the Benefit of ſucli Perſons, 
who by reaſon of the Loſs of a 
Child, or any dear Relation, have 
already fallen into ſuch a diſcon- 
ſolate Condition, or hereafter by 
the Permiſſion oi GOd may do 
10; J deſign to bring together 
ſome few Reaſons, which ſeem to 
me moſt proper to work a good 
Effect upon ſuch à ſorrowful 
Temper of Mind. Not that I 
4 think I ſhall offer any thing more, 
than the Books of Philoſophers 
and Divines abound with, or per- 
haps any thing more, than the. 
Minds of the Perſons, I am wil. 
ling to aſſiſt, are furniſhed with 
already; for ſuch diſconſolate 
Perſons are not deſtitute of fit- 4 
ting Arguments for a Mitigation —- 
of cheir Sorrow, they only want Y 


„ 


à Willingneſs 


to apply them; it 
7 B 3 be- 
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6 _ Conſolation to Parents for 


being caſie to obſerve, that thoſe, 
who are excellent Conſolators to 
others, are oftentimes moſt wret- 
chedly dejected and comſortleſs 
themſelves. But if they would 
be pleaſed to allow theſe or the 
like Reaſons a juſt Conſideration, 
there is no doubt to be made, but 
that, by the Aſſiſtance of God's 
ordinary Grace, they would have 
the deſigned Effect upon them. 


7 II. But it ſametimes happens, 
a. that when Men propoſe Argu- 
ments of Comfort to aſſwage 
their Friends Grief, they make 
uſe of thoſe which are either 
not ſo ſuitable in themſelves, or 
elſe are not of ſolidity enough 
to bear the Weight which they 
lay upon them. Such Perſons 
are frequently told, that they 
ought not to ſorrow at all ſor 


a Loſs 
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the Death of their Children. 7 
2 Loſs. which they cannot help; 
they, are put upon; trivial and 
frothy Entertainments to divert 
them; or have propoſed to them 
ſome; Examples of Parents, who 
have behaved themſelves very 
couragiouſly, or, it may be, in- 
ſenſibly under the Loſs of their 
Children But to labour. theſe 
Points with them, is not the like- 
ſinking under ſuch great a Misfor- 
tune; they, oſtentimes, in ſtead 
of laying, do but. raiſe the Paſ- 
ſions the higher, ſometimes exci- 
ting Anger to their Grief, which 
they are vexed to ſee Men attempt 
to aſſwage by ſuch vain Motives 
or elſe, if they happen to divert the * 
Paſſion for a while, it returns after- 
wards with a much greater Fury. 

For to tell ſuch Perſons; that 
they - ought not to grieve under 
B 4 me 


9 Conſolation to Parents for 
the Preſſure of ſo heavy a Mis- 
q fortune, is what the ſorrowing 
= Parties know to be falſe ; they | 
3 feel the ſtrong Struggles and 
Convulſions of Nature within! 
them, the ſad Sighs and Throbs 


q of an aking Heart, with the la- 
= mentable Throws and Pangs of a 
1 pained Mind; which a tender Na- 


ture can no more diveſt it ſelf of 
in this World, than it can of 
Mortality it ſelf; it is what our 
Humane Conſtitution prompts us 
to, and not to be ſenſible of it, - i 
is to put oma Salvageneſs and Fe- 
1 rity, which the crueleſt of Brutes 
5 are not ſubject to. A ſober Sor- 
5 row will at that time furniſn out 
the moſt decent Character, be- 
I cauſe it is following the Steps 
which Nature treads out before 
us; which Way to be ſure ſhe” | 
would not have ſhew d us, 1 the 
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the Death of their Children. + g 
fame were either unhandſome, or 
unlawful; and therefore we can- 
not run into theſe Faults, but ei- 
ther by an Inſenſibility on one 
ſide, or by an Exceſs of Sorrow 
On the other. | | 
As for thoſe filly Expedients, | j 
which ſome make uſe of, to hur- * 
ry afflicted Perſons away to Plays 1 
and Balls, and to divert them by 
other ſuch-like ludicrous Enter. 
tainments; this is a down: right 
violence to Nature, it is like Feaſt- 
ing to a Man that is Heart-fick ; 
which not only does torment him 
at preſent, but makes him worſe 
afterwards. Pleaſure and Jollicy 
are painful to a Mind ſo over- 
whelm'd with Sorrow, and when 
theſe are forced upon it againſt its 
Inclination, they occaſion it even to 
hate Society, which it ſees taken 
up with ſuch diſtaſtſul Entertain. 
2990 ments 4 


10 


in and fo, in the end, volun- 


— Perſwaded, by ſuch Rela- 
tions. What great Comfort is it 


him the ſurly Anſwer of that 


as this, muſt be hateful to a Breaſt 7 


— 
* 


Conſolation to Parents for 


to abandon it ſelf to a me- ; 
lane — Retirement, purpoſely to 
get rid of ſuch uncaſy Fopperies. 
Or if you fill ſuch Perſons Ears, 
as the Stoicks uſed formerly to 
do, with Inftances from Hiſto- 
ry of the affected Conſtancy of 
ſome Perſons in theſe yes | 
ſtances; 1 cannot tell whether 


they will not be more Provoked, 


to a Parent, who has loſt ade ar 
and dutiful Child; to have wn 


ther, who ſaid, upon the News of 
his Son's Death being brought 
him, I knew, when ] begat him, That 
he muſt die? Such an Inſenſibility 


þ 


full- of tender Affection, and | 4 
wall ſooner be deteſted, chan i wy | 
tate 
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W the Death of their Children. 11 
W tated, by any kind Father or Mo- 
cher. 7 BI 
But ſetting afide ſuch like Rea- 
WM ſons, which might paſs off tole- 
W rably enough in a Heathen State, 
and from ſuch a ſullen Set of 
- @ Philoſophers as the Stoicks were; 
E it ought to be expected, under the 
D iſpenſation of Jeſus Chriſt, which 
has furniſhed all parts of Mortali- 
ty with ſtronger Motives, than 
were known to the World before, 
chat ſome better Expedients may 
be offered for the Conquering 
any Calamity which can befall us 
Win this Life. For tho! many of 
che Philoſophick Arguments are 
very excellent in their kind, and 
Jof great uſe for this purpole ; yet 
ce Reaſons which Chriſtianity af- 
Words, are by many degrees ſupe- 
d Prior, as recommending themſelves - 
so our Souls with the greater Au- 
80 thority 
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12 Conſolation to Parents for 
thority of Almighty God, and 
cheriſhing our Minds with maze 
Warmth and Comfort, than an 
mere humane Reaſonings — 

ſibly do. And therefore 1 ſhall 

— with thoſe Arguments, 


which Revelation has helped us to, 


by inſtructing us particularly in 
the Knowledge of the Divine Na- 
ture and the Burin ariſing there. 
from; and afterwards 1 tall call 
in ſome other Motives, which are 
drawn from natural Reaſon, - or 
taken out of the Ancient Books 
of Philoſophy, for the farther ſup- 
1 of the former. | 8 


42 % || III. Now it is a very n Mo: 


z-»/0-5ftive for Parents to be moderate 
17 . in their Greif for the Loſs of their 
4 , Children, becauſe this Misfor- 
th 1r/ntUNC docs procced from the deter- 

e of che greateſt wn q 
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= the Death of their Children. 13 
and is the Will of the allwiſe 
God, that it ſhould be fo. This 
Conſideration is recommended 
co us, by the Example of our 
bleſſed Lord himſelf; who under 
all che dreadful Agonies of Soul, 
which humane Nature is capable of 
ſuffering, who was weighted down 
with the Preſſure of the moſt intol- 
lerable' Grief, which ever Mind ſu- 
ſtained, with the Burden of the Sins 
of the whole World upon him; 
and yet this: reflexion gave him 
Comfort to bear with Patience the 
mighty Oppreſſion, Nevertheleſs 
not what Iwill, but what thou wilt. 
For the Will of God is the beſt 

E Reaſon in the World for any thing; 
becauſe he never wills any thing 
but what is grounded upon the 
W cxacteſt Reaſon. Therefore when 
ve conſider, that it ſeems beſt to 
Cod Almighty, that the Child 
' which 


14 Conſolation to Parents for 
which, we have loſt ſhould be ta- 
ken from us, it is Argument 
enough for any reaſonable Per- 
ſon to acquieſce therein. Our Rea- 
ſons are finite and ſhort, and may 
be deceived; but God's never can. 
Our Thougths he within a very 
narrow compaſs, and imagine a 

| great many things reaſonable , 
which if we could look farther 
into Conſequences, and take a ful- 
ler view of all the Contingences, 
which ariſe upon a fair and deſi- 
rable Proſpect of Affairs, we 
ſhould never deſire That, which 
at preſent 'we have a greedy 
Appetite to. Therefore when 
God, in whoſe Power are the 
Iſſues of Life and Death, who 
never takes a Perſon out of the 
World, but upon the juſteſt Rea- 

ſons moving him thereunto; when 
this God does think fit to deprive 
| | us 
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the Death of their Children. 18 
us of our dcarly Beloved Child 
Wchis ſhould make us fit. down 
Wquictly under his moſt wiſe Judg- 
ment and Determination, and pa- 
Niiently to ſubmit to an Act of 
Providence, which we arc ſure is 
contrived for the beſt. We our 
ſelves in other matters do reſt ſa- 
J tified. if things be but reaſona- 
J bly done, altho' they be not 
done according to our forecaſt 
Yor deſire; ſometimes we applaud 
che Induſtry and Circumſpection 
Wot a Servant, who has contrived 
more proper means, and brought 
f about an effect by more prudent 
neaſures, than we our ſelves have 
Purſued; and ſhall we then be im- 
patient at an Act of our wiſe 
reator, who knows what is beſt, 
och for us and for the whole 
| rder of Affairs in the World, 
ie chouſand times better than 
9 9 our 
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16 . Conſolation to Parents for | 
our ſcanty Reaſons can? It it 

had been fit and reaſonable, this 

wiſe and good God would have 
made the Child, which we fo 
ſadly bemoan, to have lived out 
a Neſtorian Age; his Youth ſhould 
have been adorned with Glories 
and Triumphs, and his old Age 
crowned with Wiſdom and Peace: 
but ſince. God in his moſt wiſe 
Providence has thought fat to let 
him fall an early Victim to 
the Grave, without doubt it 
is highly reaſonable that he 
ſhould do ſo; and if we were 
diveſted of the natural Affection 
which belongs to this World, and 
were let into a clearer view of 
God's wiſe Determinations, we 
our ſelves ſhould chooſe to ſee 
him here in his Winding-(heer, 
rather than to behold him ſhining i 
ARSE. 0 7; IN 
| For 


the Death of their Children. 17 


For the Divine Wiſdom is the 
beſt Rule of Choice, and a wiſe 
Being cannot but will that which 
God himſelf wills; and were it 
not, I ay, for Natural Affection, 
and that ſhallow compaſs of Un- 
derſtanding which belongs to us 
here, we ſhould actually make 
ſuch a Choice in this World. 


IV. But it may be apt to cauſe ohe 


Again 


ſome careful Refſections, eſpecial- Pie 
y in thoſe who labour under 5 . 
great Grief of Mind; how it is 2% % 
reconcilcable with the Wiſdom 7g 
of God, juſt to ſhew to the 
World a Child of brave Expe- 
cations; to furmſh out his Soul 
with the Seeds of Wiſdom and 
Virtue, which begin perhaps to 
| ſhine with Luſtre at an Age when 


cheſe Principles in others do hard- 


II appear; to give him a Quick- 
C neſs 


| 18 Conſolation 40 Parents. for 


nes of Wit and Sweetneſs of 
"Temper, with all the other emi- 
nent and endcaring ualifications 
which are wont to be:the Preſa- 
ges of future Greatneſs and Good- 
neſs, exciting thereby the hopes 
of its dear Parents to the moſt 
eager height; and then all of a 
ſudden to crop the beautcous 
Flower , whilſt "us yet blooming, 
and to deprive the World of that 
Sata dion which chey did with 
ſo much Pleaſure and Delight J 
promiſe to themſelves: Does not 
this look like raiſing Men's Hopes 
and Deſites purpoſely to fon 
theni? Indeed, the Failures: ina 
long worn Life might reaſonably 
expect the Frown of Heaven; 
but what Diſpleaſure can ſuch | 
young Innocence deſerve! Theſe. 
Caſes are apt to encline ſuch to 
fome unkind Thoughts of Provi. 
| dence 


_— pu , 


e Death of their Children. to: 
| dence; and the great Enemy of 
our Souls is ready to improve ſuch 
Reflections to his beſt Advantage. 
And therefore I ſhall beg leave to 
add a word or two in juſtification 
of God's Wiſdom in letting Chil- 
dren die ſo ſoon * and taking 
young Perſons off excellent Hopes 
out of the World before they 
have had any conſiderable ſhare, 
or have. done that Good which 
vas expected from them in it. 


V. Now it will appear, that 
he Providence of God does, in Or and 
his Affair, as in all others, exert 
t ſelf according to the Rules of 
xact Reaſon and moſt Excellent 
iſdom. There is an Order in 
e Divine Providence which God 
as upon the juſteſt Reafons eſta- 
lied, wherein every particular 
> reature has a ſhare of Happr- 

_ - & 2 neſs 


20 Conſolation to Parents for. 


neſs alotted it, as is agreeable to 
God's good Pleaſure, and is con- 
ſiſtent with the Harmony of that 
Univerſal Claſs of Beings, to the 
Good and Happineſs of all which 
the wiſe God keeps a ſteddy Eye, 
in the diſtribution of cvery par- 
ticular Benefit. There is no t, 
but every Being would be willing 
to enjoy all manner of Happineſs; 
but our wiſe Creator is pleaſed to 
deal it but in what manner and 
proportion he judges beſt. We 
are apt to complain that our 
Child died too ſoon; but how 
came he to live at all? Why did 
God make him a Man rather than 
any other Species of all the Crea- 
tion? Why are not all men wiſe, 
or beautiful, or rich alike > How 
comes one to be born a Prince, 
and another a Peaſant? How 
comes this Man to be * 
| an 
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and that weak? Why is one bleſ. 


ſed with the Charms of Wit, and 


the other of Beauty, and a third 


21 


endowed with Reiber of theſe? 


Moſt certainly God is led by ex. 


cellent Reaſon in tlie Diſtribution 
of all theſe Particulars, tho? that 
Reaſon be unknown to us. He 
acts by as wiſe Rules in the giving 
length, or ſhortneſs of Days, as 


he doth in making Men Witty, or 


Beautiful, or Honourable, or Rich. 
Then why ſhould we more repine, 
if God — not think fit to give 
our Child the longeſt Life, os 
that he does not afford him the 

quickeſt Beauty or Riches in th: 
World: > *Tis no more reaſonable 
that all ſhould die Old, than that 
the World ſhould be made up of 
nothing but Narciſcas's and Cre- 
ſus 8, Samſons and Alexanders: And 


Almighty God does not act with 
C 3 - 1 
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22 Confolation to Parents fon 
4 leſs ſteddy Foreſight and Reſo- 
lution, when he takes a Child out 
of his Cradle 49 he Grave, 0s 
removes him from his Tutor's 
Charge, into his own; than when 
he orders him to run throw all 
che ſucceſſive Scenes of Life, and 
to go off at laſt throꝰ the feeble- 

neſs of an cmaciated old Age. 
Tee,, VI. Sometimes God does make 
of is carly Death of young Perſons 
ne the means of a very wile Deſign, 
br delivering chem. from the Twal 
of — Temptations, which their 
falls Age would expoſe them ta, 
We can all cell by expericnce hoy- 
frail a thing our humane Nature 
5, and how liable to be ſeduced 
in its ſtrongeſt Make 5 but Youth 
B apt to take a more caſſ Impreſs 
from. vitious Example, c{pecially 
1a ſuch 3 corrupt Age, when 
£ £3 _ 
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vicked Men pride themſelves in 
making a Conqueſt upon Sobriety 
and Virtue; and debauching a 
Vouthful Modeſty and Piety 7 4 
lewd Principles and . ee en 
How. often have we in our View, 
the lamentable Spectacle of vir- 
tuous Youths, in whom their Pa- 
rents have laid the excellent Foun- 
dations of Soberneſs and Piety; 

ho yer; by the Examples and In- 


— of ill Companions, haye 


bid a final Adicw to their former 

Goodneſs, and have abandoned: 

chemſelves to thoſe ſhameful Sen 

ſualitics, which before they had 
an utter abhorrence to. Now 
"tis a wonderful Kindneſs of Al- 
mighty God to take to himſelf a 
Youth with all his Virtues, freſh 
and untainted abour him, and to 
tranſlate to Heaven his unpolluted 
Wal, and not to vemure it among 
| C 4 the 
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24 Conſolation to Parents for 
the Enticements and Corruptions 
of an ungodly Age. He ſees that 
the Bleſſed Crop is ripe for im- 
mortality, and ready for the Rea- 
per's hand; and that to defer the 
opportune Harveſt to a farther 
time, is to put it to the hazard 
of being ſpoiled by unſcaſonable 
Storms and ill Weather. i 


w. . VII. Sometimes the Wiſdom 
21: and Juſtice of God are manifeſted 
Pal, in taking to Him the Lives of 
| Children; that Affliction being 
1 prudently deſigned for the Cha- 
= ſtiſement of the Parents, to bring 
them nigher to Him, and to im- 

prove them in Goodneſs. In- 
deed, Men, who ground the Rules 
of Fitneſs and Decency upon the 
ordinary courſe of Nature, and 
what moſt commonly comes to 
paſs, do think it but _— 

c 


C 


able that the Children ſhould al- 
ways outlive the Parents; that they 
ſhould be the Delight of their 
Youch, and the Comfort of their 
old Age; and when the good 
Hour of Death is come, that 
they ſhould take a formal Leave 
of them in affectionate Bmbraces, 
and do the laſt kind Office of 
cloſing their Eyes, and ſhedding 
Tears over the ſad Objects of 
Mortality. But God, in his Infi- 
nite Wiſdom, has oftentimes dif- 
ferent Meaſures to purſue; and 
judges it moſt convenient to ad- 
mit the Child an Heir of Glory 
firſt, to make way for the Parent 
to come after. His unacquaint- 
edneſs with the World, his ſpot- 
leſs Simplicity, and his devout 
Love of God, as yet unmix'd, and 
free from Cares and Ambition, 
haye ficly qualified him for the 

Ange- 
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16 _ Confolation to Parents for 
Angelick Life of the other World: 
whilſt God affords Leaſure to the 
Parents to be fummon'd by a 
later Call; that in the mean time 
they may make an ampler Provi- 
ſiom than they have hitherto donei 
for it. They perhaps have been 
ſo much taken up with the Cares 
of the World, that they have 
not made ſuch an exact Scrutiny 
into the State of their Souls as 
they ought to have done; they 
have left in themſelves many cor: 

rupt Affections unſubdued, many 

Graces uncompleated, and the 

Love of God leſs lively in their 

Hearts than our Holy Religion 

requires; and therefore God ſends 

this Affliction as a Chaſtiſement 
and a Scourge to awaken them 
into Conſideration. Perhaps he 
has before viſited us with other 
lghter Afflictions without any 


ſuc- 
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the Death of their Children. 2 
ſucceſs, has ſpoke to us in his 
ſbrill Voice, Which we have drown- 
ed in the Hurry and Noiſe of our 
tumultuous Luſts and Paſſions; 
and therefore he has proceeded 
thus to chide us at laſt in Storms 
and Thunder. He has, it may 
be, ſent ſeveral other Chaſtiſe- 
ments before, like ſo many warn- 
ing Shot, to deter us from of- 
fending him: His ſmaller: Puniſh- 
ments, like the firſt of the . 
gyptian Plagues, have proved per- 
haps ineffectual, till in the end 
he was. forced to awaken us by 
the terrible Judgment of ſmiting 
the: firſt born: Or if we were not 
ſo far eſtranged from God, as to 
need ſtirring up by ſuch a dread- 
ful Call, yer perhaps our extraor- 
dinary Fondneſs to our beloved 
Child, has made it neceſſary, that 
he ſhould be removed from us. 
Ty 152250 The 


28. Conſolation to Parents for 
The Love of God began, it may 
be, to grow cold in our Hearts, 


and all our Affections to center 


in our beloved Darling. We were 
either not enough thankful for the 


thought our Happineſs ſo com- 
pleat therein, as to let fall our 
farther dependence upon the Di- 
vine Providence for the farther 
continuance of it. Now when 
Almighry God does, for theſe 
Reaſons, take away our beloved 
Child from us, he acts upon 
Grounds moſt admirably wiſe and 
juſt; and he is ſo far from being 
unkind and 1njurious to us, that 
he purſues the moſt proper Me- 
thods to make us good and hap- 
Py; and, by taking off our Af- 
fections from the deareſt thing in 
this World, he qualifies and pre- 
pares us for a better. VIII. 


great Bleſſing we enjoyed in ſo 
good and hopeful a Child, or 
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VIII The Wiſdom of God "OT 
archer juſtified in the early taking 1 
away young Perſons out of this 
World; as it is wiſely deſigned 
to keep up certain Laws ns Or- 
ders, — he has laid down to 
be — in the next: I doubt 
not, but Heaven is the exacteſt 
polity that is poſſible to be ima- 

gined; and that there is a moſt 
1 Subordination of the 
Saints to one another, which the 
moſt regular and beautiful Go- 
vernment that is to be found in this 
World, is but a faint Reſemblance 
of. The Apoſtles, and other great 
Propagators of Chriſtianity - that 
with unwearied Application prea- 
ched the Goſpel to the Jews and 
|  Getiles, that el iſed the Threats 
and Tortures, the Axes and Fire of 
the enraged Perſecutors, for fake 

ake 


we 


= 
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had commanded them to teach: 


ſake of their dear Lord, and laid 
down cheir Lives in Propagation 
of that Holy Religion which he 


Theſe are to be inſtated in tlie 
prime Dignity of the Court of 
Heaven, and ball fit upon twelve 
Thrones, judging the twelve Tribes 
F Iſrael. Theſe are to be a ſort 
of Vice-Roys under Chrift in his 
Kingdom, to which the other 
Bleſſed of an inferiour Rank are 
to be ſubjected. Nor are theſe 
che only Dignitaries in this glo- 
rious Polity, together with their 
fellow Martyrs, who poſſeſs the 
next degree of Glory in that blifl- 
ful State; but there are alſo ano- 
ther ſublime Order of the Hea- 
venly Nobility, which are the 
Virgins deſcribed Rev. 14. who have 
not defiled themſelves with women; 
1 heſe. are they which follow the Lamb 
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whit herſoever he goeth; theſe, were 
redeemed from * — men, being 
ths... firſt fruits unto Go and ant 
hie Lamb: and in their mouth was 
found. no guile: ſor they are without 
fault before the throne of God. For 
as the Commonalty of the bleſſed 
Saints is made up of thofe, who, 
in the Courſe of a long Life, 
have been combating vo Sin, 
and who, though Conquerors ar 


laſt, have their Souls nevertheleſs 


5 defaced. by the frequent Wounds 
and Scars received in that dange- 


rous Enterprize ; Theſe pure Souls, | 


which -are without fault before God, 
and ſpotted with no Defilement 
of = Fleſh, or any other actual 
Sin, have the great Honour to be 
the conſtant — on the 
Perſon of our bleſſed Lord. This 
is Motive ſufficient for Almighty 
God to remove. ſuch young Per. 


ſons, 


y, 
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32 Conſolat ion to Parents for 
ſons, after a ſhort ſtay in this Life, 
to the other; thereby moſt wiſely 
contriving an Expedient to fill up 
that glorious Claſs of the Bleſſed 
in Heaven, that are to bear the 
chiefeſt part in the Celeſtial Quire, 
and are to be harping with their 
harps before the throne, Rev. 14. 2. 
to all Eternity. [27 


arg IX. Another Argument for the 
Jon 7rom 


+b-Gud. patient bearing the Loſs of our 
% 67. Children, may be drawn from the 
Conſideration of the Goodneſs of 
God. Had we only a Notion of 

God Almighty, that he was a vaſt 
unbounded Being of infinite un- 
imaginable Power; that took no 

care of the Creatures he had pro- 
duced; or was any ways concern 

ed in their Welfare; all whoſe 
Actions were bound up by a rigid 
unalterable Fate, and who had 

Im- 
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inpolcd the ſame Iron Laws up- 
on his whole Creation; or if we 
could ſuppoſe him a Deity, whoſe 


mighty Power was corjoined with 


under fo killing — Afffiction, the 
Loſs of our Children, and being 
| deprived of that, in *compariſcm 
of which; we value nothing in 

che World beſides. For then 
chere would be nothing in all 
Nature remaining to comfort us, 
atid which we might lay hold of 
to ſuſtain our drooping Spirits by. 
Becauſe then we muſt have been 
ſentible, that we had to ſtruggle 
either 2 the Laws of an inex- 
orable Fate, which would eter- 
nally fic faſt bound upon us, or 
elſe that we had provoked the 
Vengeance of ſuch a God, who 
| had . — to hurt us, but 
fig 


Cruelty and terrible Revenge, we 
might then have juſt cauſe to fink 


A 
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34 Conſolation to Parents for 
| no Goodneſs in him to befriend 
and pity us. But when, on che 
other fide; we are ſatisfied that ! 
the World is governed by a good ll + 
and a gracious God, who has not 
only a Power, but a Will and In- 
clination to aſſiſt us; who hateth ! 
nothing that he has made, but is I 
the great Friend and Patron of o 
all his Creatures; who has decla- Nit 
red that he does take into his N 
more eſpecial Care all his good b 
and faithful Servants, that he will b 
be their ſure refuge in the time of as 
b- their trouble, and that he will hear P. 
= their crie, and will help them: NoW, N as 
though the Loſs of Children be as N to 
heavy a Calamity as can poſſibly be- Ig 
fal Men, yet I ſay, when they conſi-· IH 
der that they have ſtill left them it. 
the Comfort of a gracious God, 
by whoſe good Will and Pleaſure 
this Affliction comes to pals; _ 
0 8 - Who 
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who is ready to belriend them wich 
ſomething better; this ſhoplq 
preſent © t. their Minds a 
Scene of oy, and ſhould dec 
over their Souls even with fothe 
Thoughts of Pleaſure, and De- 
light, The Conſideration of this 
Loſs coming from the Hands of 
our loving Creator, who deſigns 
it for our good, and makes it a 


Means of procuring us ſomething 
better by it, ſhould make us em- 
LY brace it with the fame readineſs 
Iss when we. take down a bitter 


Potion to preſerve our Health , © 
as when we part with our Money 
to purchaſe an Eſtate, or under- 
go the charge of Repairing our. 
Fate to prevent the Ruine of 
If Men arc in a wicked un- 
de State at the time when 
uch a Calamity befals them, they 
may then be perſwaded that tlie 

„ Good- | 


26 _ Conſolation to Parents for | 
Goodneſs. of God has ſent this 
Affliction to draw them to him- 
lf, to awaken them out of heir 
Supincneſs, and to bring them to 
think ſeriouſſy of their Conditi- 
on, and the future State of their 
Souls: Or if they be not totally 
eſtranged from God, yet ſuch an 
amazing Affliction will quicken, 
and add Spurs to their Religion, 
and force them to rectifie all thoſe 
Defects which they find God has 
chaſtized them for with ſo much 
Severity. Not to turn only the 
blackeſt part of the Calamitj 
to their Eyes, fo as to think tha 
God deſigned this in meer Anger 

to them 4 but to conclude, .* 
he ſent it out of pure Fatherly{Wa 
Kindneſs. For whom the Lord l 
veth he chaſteneth, and ſcourgeti$ 
every ſon whom he receiveth. I 
you endure chaſtening, God dealet 
wit 


[ 
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with you as with ſons ; for what ſon 
is he whom: the father chaſtiſeth nat? 
But. if ye are without chaſtiſement, 
whereof all are partakers, then are 
e baſtards and not ſons, Heb. 1 2. 6, 7. 
Now under the Preſſure of the 
moſt bitter Calamity which can 
bcfal us, it muſt be an ineſtima- 
ble Comfort to us, that God does: 
look upon us as his Children; 
and. that he gives us a Token of 
pur Legitimacy in Grace. I do 
ot fay, that great Afflictions are 
Wbſolutely neceſſary to Salvation, 
pur they are ſuch uſual Conco- 
mitants of Piety, as God's. true 
Servants. are ſeldom without. 
\nd. good Chriſtians do enjoy 
uch more ſolid Comfort and 
Matisfaction under them, than Wick- 
d Men do in their greateſt Run 
f Profperity : For Vice and 
rophanencſs, Irreligious and Con- 
PU ion 


26 | Conſolation to Parents for 
Goodneſs of God has 'fent this 
Affliction to draw them to him- 
ſelf, to awaken them out of their 
Supincneſs, and to bring them to 
think ſeriouſly of their Conditi- 
on, and the future State of their 
Souls: Or if they be not totally 
eſtranged from God, yet ſuch an 
amazing Affliction will quicken, 
and add Spurs to their Religion, 
and force them to rectifie all thoſe 
Defects which they find God has 
chaſtized them for with ſo much 
Severity. Not to turn only the 
blackeſt part of the Calamity 
to their Eyes, fo as to think that 
God deſigned this in meer Anger 
to them but to conclude, that 
he ſent it out of pure Fatherly Sa 
Kindneſs. For whom the Lord lo- 
deth he chaſteneth, and ſcourgeth 
every ſon whom he receiveth. IM 
you endure chaſtening, God 9 
wit 
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pith you as with ſons; for what ſon 
is he whom: the father chaftiſeth nat? 
But if ye are without chaſtiſement, 
whereof all are partakers, then are 

ye baſtards and not ſons, Heb. 1 2. 6, 7. 
Now under the Preſſure of the 
ö Y moſt bitter Calamity which can 
befal us, it muſt be an incftima- 
ble Comfort to us, that God does: 
look upon us as his Children; 
and. that he gives us. a Token of 
our Legitimacy in Grace. I do 
not fay, that great Afflictions are 
abſolutely neceſſary to Salvation, 
but they are ſuch uſual Conco- 
mitants of Piety, as God's. true 
Servants are ſeldom without. 
And good Chriſtians do enjoy 
much more ſolid Comfort and 
Satisfaction under them, than Fick. 
ed Men do in their greateſt Run 
of Proſperity : For Vice and 
Prophanencſs. Irreligious and Con- 

Dis ſcious 


38 Conſolation to Parents | for | 
ſous Crimes; hang Weights up- 
on the Soul, and damp its Enjoy- 
ments in the midſt of all the 
Fluſhes of Fortune; whilſt a'fin- 
cere Piety enjoys an inward Peace 
and Satisfaction, under the hard- 
eſt Suffetings which can befal it. 
It enjoys the Peace of a good 
Conſcience, which is worth all 
the World beſides; it is entituled 
to The peace of Cod which paſſes all 
underſlanding, and which gives 
ſtich a ſolid Comfort to the Mind, 
as none but thoſe who have found 
it are able to conceive. I appeal 
to the Experience of the Genera- 
Zlity of good Men, if they do. not 

feel an extraordinar Refreſhment 
in applying themſelves to God, 
under their ſoreſt Afflictions; if 
they do not find their Souls che- 
riſhed by a Contemplation of his 
Goodneſs, and by offering up their 

, carneſt 
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earneſt Prayers for his Almighty 
Aſſiſtance; if they do not per- 


ceive 2 het Comfort ariſing in 
their Breaſts, whenever they 1 


boſom their lad Thoughts to hiny | 
and implore his Gens Aid © 
Then Rithes and Honour; and 
Beauty and Pleaſure, and all the 


Gaieties © and Curioſities of this 


World become inſipid and com- 


fortleſs Things, and God alone is 


the ſtay of their ſinking Spirits; 


he then raiſes up their Hearts by 
his Holy Inlpirations and xr | 


repreſents to them this World, 
all' the Vanities it abounds wia 
he gives them a juſt reliſh of che 
Joys of the other Life, and a ſort 
of antepaſt of that deſired Bliſs; ; 
and thus having weancd them 
from all the worldly Pleaſures, 
he fills their Souls 0 full of 
Divine Love and Heavenly At- 
D 4 tection. 


/ 9 


49 


Conſolation to Parents for 


fection, Now, What good Man 
can repine at an Affliction which 
ends in ſo ſweet a Comfort? If 
we find fo agrecable a Satisfaction 
in the innocent Wantonings of a 
beloved Child, how much more 
ſolid a Pleaſure ſhall we reap from 
the Favours and Indulgences, at 


that time more eſpecially afforded 


us, from our Gracious God; who 
with open Arms is ready to re- 
ceive us as we flie co him, when 
nothing in the World beſides can 
help us; who, though father and 
mother forſake us, yet he himſelf ta- 
keth us up; and who, though we 
be deprived of our Children in 
this Life, does aſſure us of a Houſe 
eternal iy the Heavens? 


pm X. Another Argument, why 
pow we ſhould patiently bear the 


Loſs of our Children, may be 
| drawn 
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drawn from the Abſolute Aucho- 
rity which God | Almighty. has 
over us. As the Apoſtle argues 
n another caſe, Hath not the Pot- 
ter power over his Clay, to male one 
Veſſel to honaur , 5 another 10 
diſbonour ? Cad dr Is not 
there an inherent t in God 
to diſpoſe of all the Advantages 
and - Comforts of this World as 
he thinks fit? As he is the _ 
of all things, and the ſupr 
Governor of the World, tho — 
Authority to confer upon hi Crea- 
tures, or to diſpoſſeſs them of 
whatſocyer Bleſſings he pl 
According to his good Will 
Fleaſure, he 2 one to fit up- 
on the Throne, and another to 
grind at the Mill; he cauſes this 
Perſon to triumph in Purple, and 
that to mourn in Sackloth and 
Aſhes: He raiſes one from the | 
| loweſt 


ad + Io TI 
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loweſt foot of Fortune to the top 


Pinnacle of Honour; and og 4 
another -' from the ſame great 


as the former had a Beginning. 
Tis he that gives the fruitſul 
Bread, and he is the cauſe of tlie 
Barren; he affords the ſweeteſt 
Comiorts of a numerous -Of- 
ſpring, when Children (to uſe the 
Pſalmiſt's Expreſſion) fit like: olive 
branches about 4 tables” and tlie 
Parents have the delightſom Pro- 
ſpect of ſeeing thoſe young Plants, 
which they have ſet to thrive and 
grow, and to be the Hopes of 
another Generation, which ſhall 
flouriſh; and make a Figute in the 
World when they are dead and 
gonc. All this is the Gift of our 
Great Creator; He reſerves a Power 
to himſelf, whenever he pleaſes, to 
rale away from us : By this Autho- 

rity 


* 
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rity he oftentimes cuts off nume 
rous Branches of a fruitful Bed, 
which might ſeem to have built 
up à Family ſtrong enough to 
have tried Duration with the 
World it ſelf; he reduces all the 
fair Product into one Darling ; 
he draws the whole Stream of the 
Paternal Affection into one Cha- 
nel, and centers all the Lines of 
their Love on one Object: And 
then all of a ſudden he crops off 
the only remaining Bud, upon 
which their whole Hopes and 
Expectations did depend. This 
is, it muſt be confeſſed, a very 
ſore and cutting Affliction; but 

then it will be f htened by con- 
ſidering from eder it came; 
That it was ſent from God, who 
has a Right to diſpoſe of us ac- 
cording to his good Pleaſure, and: 
to confer upon us what Degree 


* 


Conſalation to Parents for 


* e 6 > TE 0 . 
A, ; q ad = LF * T ä 
* - 
k 


of Happineſs. he. (hall. think fit; 
That we are only Tenants at will, 
for all the good things he beſtows 
upon us; That this dear Child 


Vas his Gift at firſt, and is ours: 


no longer than he pleaſes to con- 
tinue it to us; That it was from 
his beneficient Goodneſs that we 
enjoyed it ſo long; and that we 
ought to be thankful for that, 
when he takes back his Favour 
into his own Hands again. Is it 
not a point of great Ingratitude, 
for a Perſon who has for a conſi- 
derable time enjoyed a Poſt of 
Honour and Advantage under a 
gracious Prince, to. repine, and, 
grudge, and to: conceive hard 
Thoughts of his Royal Maſter, 
when he (hall otherwiſe diſpoſe of 
that ſo long enjoyed a Favour ? 
And ſhall not we think that this 


is the fame towards. God Almigh- 


ty? 
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ty > Nay, in the former caſe, there 
may be ſomething of Merit and 
Qualification beyond others, to 

7 — for a Continuance of chat 
5 ur; but what can Man pre- 
tend to deſerve of God, whoſe 
very Being 1s owing to his Boun- 
ty, in creating and preſerving him? 
Every thing which we either had, 
or 4 or ſhall be hereafter in 
the Poſſeſſion of, is all his free 
Favour? We neither deſerved a 
Child of him at firſt, nor have 
any manner of Merit to put in 
for his Continuance with us. There- 
fore our Duty is to be thankful 
to God, he we have had him, 
and not to repine at his Providence 
that we have loſt him. Our Re- 
ſignation to his Will ought to be 
as Abſolute as his Authority over 
us; and under this and the like 
Affliction we ſhould weekly e- 


with 
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with holy Fob, The Lord gave, and 
the Lord hath taken away, and bleſ- 
ſed be the name of the Lord. 
And thus having advanced ſome 
Arguments of Conſolation drawn 
from the Attributes of God, I 
proceed to urge ſome others de- 
ducible from the Nature of Things, 
2 the Courſe of Humane Aft- 
als. Dey > 


1 . A P erſon who has loſt 
a dear Child, and eſpecially an 


the or- 


auen ob Only one, has a great deal of Cauſe 


re- for much ſad Thought and ſor- 
G&w rowful Reflection, whilſt the un- 
Bas, a happy Accident is freſh in his 
be Ern. Mind, and Nature cannot wholly 


;he weld bear up againſt the firſt Impreſ- 
tw ſions of ſo terrible a Shock. But 
that ſuch a Grief ought not to be 
exceſſive, and to overpower our 
Reaſon, a little Conſideration 90 

the 


furniſh us uith Motives fufficient 


to perſwade us Indeed, if we lived 
in a World where ſuch Accidents 
did never, or but very rarely be- 
fal us, and we alone ſhould expe- 
rience a Misfortune which hardly 
any body elſe was ſo unhappy to 
ſuffer; if the reſt of Mankind 
run always a ſmooth Courſe in a 
gentle Tide of conſtant Proſperi- 
ty, and we alont failed in Storms; 
we might then have ſome pretence 
more than ordinary to bewail our 


ſingular Misfortune, and to give 


way to any Extravagance which 
the force of an impetuous Grief 
miglit hurry upon us. But when we 
live in a World of Uncertainty and 
Trouble, where all things are un- 
conſtant and fleeting, and every 
day upon the Move, where Mis- 


fortunes and Calamities do conti- 


nually 


} 
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neally flie about us: Why ſhould 

we think our Condition fo very 

hard for ſuffering onee in our 


times a Ver) eat Misfortunc g 
when tis poſſible in this uncertain 


World, chat as great a one might 
have befallen us every day? There 
is no enſuring our ſelves here a- 
gainſt the common Accidents of 
the World; and what docs hap- 
pen to any one, may happen to 
every one. Then why ſhould we 
alone fancy our ſelves ſafe, when 
the whole World lies in Dangers 
and Uncertainties? One depends 
upon Beauty, which a ſmall De- 
ſeaſe wipes out, and utterly defa- 
ces, leaving the celebrated Object 
to become a Spectacle of another 
kind: Another is to day laderi . 
with the Spoils of the Indies, and Il " 
to morrow is bemoaning his 
Downfal in a Priſon. At one time. t. 
| # 
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a Nation gives Laws to its: Neigh- 
bours, at another it wears Chams 
from its Conquered Vaſſals Mo- 
narchs; who have ſometimes ſhone 
in Purple, have at others mourn- 
ed in Exile; and great Miniſtets, 
who have a long while Geverned 
Kingdoms and Kings, have dicd 
with the Diſgrace and Puniſhment 
of common Malefactors. Now, 
when the whole World is full of 
ſuch dreadful Misfortunes, why 
ſhould not we beforehand expect 
our ſhate, and when it has befallen 
us, bear it witli that Patience ard 
Courage as we do any other Hard- 
ſhip we have waited for, and were 
certain of its coming? The worſt 
of it is, we all of us know theſe 
things well enough, but we can- 
not bring our ſelves to attend to 
them. We fee Men every day 
tumbling down from Honour. 
E and 
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aud yet we fondly. preſume our 
Glory, muſt be perpetual. We 
continually behold great and weal- 

_ thy Families falling into Poverty 
and Want, and yet we cannot find 
in. our Hearts to think that our 
Riches .. have the ſame Wings. 
We irequently (ſee untimely Fu- 
nerals paſſing, by our Doors, Fa- 
thers looking down with ſad and 
dejected Countenances, Mothers 
wringing their Hands for the Loſs 
of their only Son, and Siſters 
breaking into a thouſand Sighs 
and Tears, and terrible Outeries, 
at the laſt Sight of the Body of 
their dear Brother; and yet, in 
the mean time, we think all is ſe- 
cure with us; we never dream 
of the Fate of our Son bur in 
the midſt of all theſe Spectacles, 
we think only of the great Figure 
he ſhall make when he comes of 
Age 


* , 
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Age; ho graciouſſy he thall de- 


valiantly in che -Ficld, what, Ha, 
nours and Dependeneies, what | 
| Riches / and. & ories he 18 ike t 
ſuecced into. Now, if we, have 
fd our Minds long with. cheſe 
ond Hopes, and raiſed them c 
if, our Calamit be the more ſmart. 
ing: But ſince our Misfortunc has 
improved our Underſtandings, 94 
ſet theſe, things in a better light. 
ye ſhould now mitigate that Grieg 
which our Fancies only have made 
ſo, exorbitant. We ſhould conſi- 
der, that we haye been all thus 
time entertaining our ſelves with 
golden Dreams, that now at <a 
we are come to our ſelves, and 
that *cis a Folly to bewall the Loſs 
of that which had no real Exi- 
ſtence, but in Our fond Imagina- 
Ning 
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tion: For all the fine Shew which 
our Fancy has formerly preſented 
us with, we now come to under- 
ſtand that we live ſtill among'thie 


Hardfhips of this uncertain World; 


that our Condition, by this Mis- 
fortune, is ſuch as is ſuitable to 
it, and which we ſhotild have 
known and conſidered before, had 
we been as wife as it became us 


eit: 


to have been. 


Becauſe of | XII. It Is indeed no great point 


the Mort a- 


of Information to be told that 


lun. dur Child was but Mortal, and 


we and every thing in the World 
beſides are ſo; but rhjs is a thing 
which is not more true and ob- 
vious, than that it ſeldom comes 
under a juſt Conſideration with 
us; and, though we all know it 
well enough, yet we fail to afford 
it that juſt Reflection it deſerves. 

| oh 
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Indeed if our, Child had been of 
an Angelical Nature, or of ſuch 
an one that was not duell ob- 
— 75 £0, Death, we had then 

on to repine at our Ca- 
ng, 


t our Offspring al 
yd ſhould - | 

95 Laws of M : 

a Men to dic, who is born 

der to it, this can be no Surprize 

%o any onc who conſiders: the 

Laws which humane Naturc is 

ſubject, to. If o 9200 Millions 

of Mcn, W n, n, ang Child ten, 

and in thoſe the numerous Pro- 

geny of Mankind, from Adany 

down to this day, (except one or 

two miraculous Inſtances) have 


all ſubmitted to this great Law 


of Mortality ; why ſhould we ex- 
pect that our Child ſhould po 
run the ſame, Courſe? We. ar 


ban into the World with a 2 
| E 3 Com 


53 
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Conſtirurion, art. Are bur expiring 
all the "while we- are continuing 

in it. Our Life in Chidho 
: weats tay whilſt our Body en- 
creaſes,” and from our Cradle to 


our Grave we are ſtill poſting on 


upon this Journey. Winter and 
Site; Night and Day, we arc 
moving towards this End, whe- 
ther eating or drinking, waking 
or ſleepinig, we are going on in 
this Progreſs; -and, like Men in 
a Ship, were are carried to the Port, 
without ſtirring our Bodies or 
thinking of our way. Nay, the 
very Frame oſ our Bodies carries 
the Marks of Death in every par- 
ticular; they arc ſubject to ſuch 
x number of Diſcaſes and Acci- 
Jedes' that it is Matter of won- 
der, why the many times live ſo 
long, when they are liable to die 
ſo chen Heats and Colds, im- 
mo- 
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moderate Labour, unſeaſonable 
Watching, ill Airs, anda thou: 
ſand other Accidents, are cntinu- 
ally making way for 'Deathd 1 nay, 
tis oftentimes- attained by thoſe 
things without which we cannot 
live, by our very. catin drinking, 
and ſleeping. | Tberclore, upon 

the Loſs of our Child, we oug hy 
patiently to acquieſce under ke 
wiſe Order of Providence, and 
Laws of our Nature, conlidering, 
that by our common Nature, we 
are bound over to Mortality. and 


_ 


what we arc ſubject to our ſelves, 


ve cannot expect our OMG 
ſhould be exempted from. 


ECL FY 


X III. But chat . cauſes oa nets the 
greateſt Uneaſineſs to ſuch afflicted rms 
Perſons 1s, that their Children * 
ſo ſoon. They could be very well 
contented that they ſhould fall 


E 4 under 


: 


oy | 
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under the common Fate, and bear 
an equal ſhare of Death with the 
ret of Mankind, if they coma 
blit' rug through all che Stages of 
Life, and dic in a good old Age 


— — " - - 


; z 


but it is very hard to fee them $0 
before their Parents, and that they 
ſhould not outlive them who, were 
fo Jong in the World before they 
came into it. Now, to think this 
Accident hard or ſurprizing, ſhews 
4 great want of Conſideration of 
humane Affairs, and the Courſe 
of Nature; as will appear by a 
little examining of this Point. 
We fondly expect, that we our 
ſelves, and all that wc have 4 
Loye for, ſhould die Old, and 
have our days extended to the 
longeſt Line of Life; but this is 
a very great Cheat upon our 
ſelves, and hardly one in à thou- 
fand of thoſe who think fo, do 
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exer experience. it; There are 
inde ed. 40 Inſtances of of those 


77 


anc cs 


” 
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-of/ Childhood ; but alaſs ! 
ef nike cher fatal Stop: and Pe- 
00 chere; 4 little Indiſpoſition 
unhinges thcif tender bann ? 
and a flight Diſcaſe carries. them 
off fi the 'Stage of Life before 
they Arcarrived'to a Strengtli and 
Firmitude of Nature to, conflict 
with it. Conſider farther, what 
numbers of youn g_Ferfons are 
cut off by bloody N Wars and by by 
- ſweeping Pefflefices? How many 

in divers parts of the World ar ; 


— — — 


deſtroyed by Earthquakes and F 

mines, and how many more' aſe 
ſwallowed up 152 raging Deep? 
How / many have their Heirts 
broke by overty Dilgrace, or 
Diſcontent; ; and ow many nore 
poor Wretches are permittec, by 
the Dereliction of God, to fend 
themſelves out of the MWolld by 


their own Hands? Nor xe there 
only 


— 
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) ly. fach; vaſt umbers of the 
younger ſort 1 Men deſtroyed 
by theſe” more uncommon Acci- 
dents ; but there are yet more 
than cheſe daily cut off by Cala- 
mities more obvious and frequent. 
The very Perils of Child birch do 
ſweep away no inconſiderable 
Numbers of the other Sex; and 
the frequent bringing others into 


the World, does ſo break and 


enervate heir Conſtitution, that 


before their Age is half expired, 
they are forced to go out of it 
themſelves. And tis the Subject 
likewiſe” of a daily Obſervation, 
to'ſee the ſtrongeſt and moſt vi- 
gorous CR Hichs to' fall Vi- 
ctims to an ordinary Diſcaſe, and 
to go down to the Grave with a 
quicker Diſpatch and Velocity than 
in an emaciated and languid old 
Age: Nay, even that very 9 
an 
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and Warmth of Youth, which we 
arc apt to flatter bur ſelves all lay 
in a Stock of Health and Longe- 
vity ; this does but fre N 
 overfire our Natures, and adds 


new Fewel and Flame to a deadly 
Diſtemper. Now, if weadd the 
Sum of all theſe Diſtempers and 
Accidents together, we ſhall find 
the far greater Crowd of Man- 
kind to go off the Stage in their 
Youth, and but a ſmall inconſi: 
derable Number ro arrive to old 
Age. Thoſe that happen to do 
fo, arc like ſome old Soldiers in 
a mg Fencing and haraſs d Ar: 
my, the chief Body of which is 
made up of a few younger Fry, 
that are come into the place of 
thoſe vaſt Numbers which hays 
miſcarried. So that upon the 
whole, what reaſon is there for 
us to expect that our Children 
W ſhould 
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the Death of their Children. 6t 
ſhould live to a full-Age, when 
the generality of Mankind dic be- 
fore they arrive to it? We muſt 
ſuppoſe our Children, in this 
World, not to be carefully kept 
within the Security of our own 
Domeſtick Walls, but to be cx- 
N as it were, to the dange- 
rous Poſt of attacking the Works 
of a well-defended City; where 
Death, in the moſt terrible Fi- 
gurcs, flies all round them ; one 
falls on this ſide of them, and a- 
nother on that, and they them- 
ſelves may cvery Minute expect 
to be the next Victim. If they 
come off ſafe, their Securiry is 
owing to the gracious Providence 
of God; but if they fall in the 
Enterpriſe, tis but what reaſona- 
bly may be expected, there being 
twenty cut oft for one thar cf- 
capes, 
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reaſon to avoid an intempcrate 
Grict, for the Loſs of our Chil- 
dren, upon account that it is un- 
available. Mam is naturally a fa. 
gacious Annimal, which ;uſually 
puts forwards its Thoughts, and 
caſts about to take a View of 
Conſequences, and to make 2 
juſt Eſtimate of the Advantages 
which may probably enſue for 
any painful Trouble it undergoes. 
And perhaps the Caſe of Sorrow 
is the ſingle Inſtance, that Men 
willingly ſuffer a Painfulneſs in, 
without any manner of Proſpect 
of Benefit by it. If Grief would 
caſe our Loſs, or bring back our 
dead Child, I would then. be as 
zealous an Advocate for it, as now 
I am againſt it: I could then ſee 
no Reaſon why the Morning 
* ſhould 
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mould not begin with Sighs, and 
the Evening cloſe with Tears; 
why. ſuch unfortunate Sufferers 
ſhould not ſpend melancholy Days 
and ſleepleſs Nights; why they 
ſhould not tear their Hair and 
beat their Breaſts, and indulge 
themſelves in all che Miſeries and 
Extravagancies which an intem-· 
perate Grief could put them up- 
on; becauſe then they were in a 
way to purchaſe ſome Happineſs 
by cheſe Sufferings: But when we 
are ſure that all this terrible Sor- 
row ſerves only to torment our 
lelves, and is as unable to repoſ- 
ſeſs us of our beloved Object; as 
to join Heaven and Earth toge- 
ther; when we know the Child 
we mourn for, is kept from us 
under the Adamantine Locks of 
Fate, and can never be come at 


ing to che great Day of Judgment; 
uld it 


EEK 
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it is, methinks, a ſort of Infatua- 
tion ro beſtow! ſo many uncaſie 
Thoughts, ſo many fad Sighs and 
Tears upon a Matter which we 
are certain is unretrievable. We 
may as well Moterm and Pirte for 
che lo of Yeſterday, and grieve 
our felves chat it did not ſtay with 
tis, as to do the ſame for the Death 
of a Child, whom we Have alto: 
gether as little Hopes to ſee again 
m this World. This Reflection 
was'wiſely purfued by King David. 
who, when his beloved Child was 
fick, faſted and prayed, mourned, 
and lay on the ground, and gave 
way to all the Sorrow which' a 
mighty Misforrune could poſſeſs 
a paſſionate Soul with: But when 
he heard the Child was dead, He 
aroſe from the earth, and waſhed and 
enointed himſelf, and changed his 
apparel, and came into the houſe bl 
the 


the Death of heir Gllen. 


the Loeb and nosſpupped. And gave 
this prudent Reaforvfarhisfodoing:- 
Whale. the: child was yet alive; I faft- 
e and wepr, fo for I Ji, who cun 
tell uherhex uhe Lord wi be gracious 
10 me, that the: child may live. But 
now hesdead; wherefore Gould faſt#: 
can I bring ia ee again ? I ſball 
90 10 ils: but he ſha not return to 

W Sea. x Qs of DAS 0. | 
145 $79 1 


Xv. | But lea a be plead: Src fro 


ed that ſach a Grief is only a fol- Sl 


lowing the Direction of — 
I ſhall ſhew: that an intemperate 
Sorrow for the Death of our 
Children is a perfecb Neglect and 
Violation of 1 — In- 
deed, Nature does give the firſt 
Impreſſi ons of this Sorrow, as 
having made it 4 Branch of the 
Parental Love, which conduces 
tO o the” careful Education of the 
E's Child 
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f that which 
ous — Jah in Che 


Child in its State of e 3 
Parents being 
by. Nature for the careiul Prefers 
find fo. 


much Satisfaction and 
riſing, and 40. —_— Grief in 
. hel But for _ to be ex- 
trayagant and endleſs in their 
Grief, is Olly the Effect of ul 


Cuſtom, anda "Weakneſs of Mind; 


and is by no means an Impreſt of 


Mature. We fee; that whe Na- 


1 ture 15 leſt to her ſelf, che Caſe is 


. 
ia, We . 


far otherwiſe; the Griet it ſelf is 


ſupportable. and the Duration of 


15 ſhort ; but —_ 3 in 
their miſguidde n as a Party, 
which perſwades the Paſſions: con- 
traxy to their on tendency into 
a Rebellion againſt it ſelf; Men 
do then but * out the Grief 
which Nature would put an end 
to, 0 gx giewkelves 3 jet 

| when 
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When. e Fal ve them 
Faſe. ' : Toa or 1 irration 
Sate arc full 2s ſtrong as 
ours, And the Loſs of their J Young 
dcs ſeemingly. affect them with 
5 equal | Degrce of Sorrow; but 
th 5 4 t is violent, is we 
fibre.” The Catel, in theſe. 
cachſtatiets, run about, it ey 
15 5 night and a day in moſt ter- 
N 5 Wee an 6 fil 125 
| wy EY come tO, W a 
eck 1 but SE they pre- 
eench return to their Paſture, 
ohen they find their Mourmng 
| co. be ineffectual. When Birds 
auc deprived of cheir Young, they 
flrter round and round their 
Neſts, and fill the Air with a thou- 
fand Shricks and melancholy Crics ; 
but in à little time they grow quict, 
betaking themſelves again to their 
Food and ſportive Flying. But 
F Man- 
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Mankind alone, of all the Crea- 
tion, loves to indulge it ſelf in its 
Sorrow; it ſits brooding upon its 
Grief, and voluntarily renews a- 
nother Fit of it as ſoon as the 
former is ſpent: Nay, among Per- 
ſons of great Quality, an odd Cu- 
ſtom has prevailed to raiſe the 
Storms of this Paſſion higher, and 
give it a longer Duration than a- 
mong Perſons of meaner Rank. 
The Artificial Methods they uſe 

of making their Chambers by a 
gloomy Light, to preſent the face 


of a Scpulchre, their Walls, and 
Beds, and Servants, and every 


thing about them clad with the 


Colour of Death, do continually 
exhibit a freſh Scene of- Horrour 
co the Mind, and afford perpetual 


Remembrances of the ſad Loſs, 
as faſt as Nature enclines to wear 
them off. Now what a miſchic- 
1 vous 
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vous Cuſtom is this, to make uſe 

of ſuch Theatrical Repreſentations 

to augment an uneaſy Paſſion, - 
which is too troubleſome when it 

is but natural? To what Purpoſe 
ſhould they be at ſo much Colt 
and Invention, to make themſelves 
che more miſerable? It were bet · 
ter for Perſons under theſe diſ- 
conſolate Circumſtances, to leave 
Nature to its own Workin gs, 
which the Grace of God (which 

is to be obtained by, devour Pray-. 

ers, and a firm Reliance upon the 
Divine Promiſes) is never wanting 

to afford a ſufficient en ta 

bear up againſt. We” 


XVI. Another Motive to en 5 of 
cline us to a patient undergoing. 
of the Loſs of our Children, is 
a Conſideration of the greater 
Lofs of other Perſons. We have 


* loſt 
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Joſt a dear Child, which is very 


411 — 


1 bs to reflect upon: b 


were able to tell whether he would 
fall in with a virtuous or vitious, 

ourſe of Life; but others have 
loſt their Children when their Age 
was full blown, and they were 
ſettled in an habituated Virtue; 
when by their brave Actions they 
began to illuſtrate their Family, 
and not only to afford Comfort, 
but to reflect Glory and Honour 
upon their Parents. Our Child, 
it may be, died ſo young, that he 
could not have his Soul ſtained by 

. ice; 
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vice; whilt-another has loſt one, 
whoſe ill Courſes had rendred fim 
obnoxious to the Anger of God; 
and does therefore afflict his Pa- 
tent with a double Sorrow 3: both 
45 beitig deprived of his dear Son 
in this'World, and a doubting of 
his future Condition in the next. 
Some mourn the Loſs of an only 
Child; having ſtill che Satisfaction 
left of a loving Husband or Wife, 
who partake / with® ther in their 
Afflictions, and comfort them iy 
their Sorrow, and fyteten a world 
of outward Misfofttines by their 
mutual Love and Kindneſs ; whilſt 
others are bereft f Wives or: 
Husbands, and Childrem too, and 
left alone Diſconfolate to the open 
World, with all theſe Misfortunes 
weighting upon their Breaſta. O- 
thers, though they have loſt their 
Children, yet they have ſtill ſtood 

_ ig 
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in Poſſeſſion of the. reſt g the Sa 
ede of tbis World; and 


have nevertheleſs e ae all che 


agreeable- Pleaſures which a g 


Fortune does afford; hilſt — 


have not only gone Childleſs to 


the Grave, but morcover have 


languiſhed under the preſſing Ne- 
ceſlities of a pinching Want and 
Poverty. Now, whereas Others 
of God's: Creatures, who have 
not deſerved. leſs at God's Hands 


than we, have much exceeded us 


his Diſple 


in the Afflictions they have ſu- 


ſtained; it ought to be a Com- 
fort to us, that God has not 
poured out the heavieſt Vials of 


corrected us in Mercy, and, in the 
midſt of our ſoreit Calamities, 


has left us _ other want 


to el eh us. 
Il Nao: 


ure upon us, but has 
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docs ariſe from the Conſideration” 


of the great Care we are thereby 


caſed = Indeed there is no 
good Man but who would wil 
lngly. undergo (if God ſhould 
think fit) all chis Solicitude, both 
upon account of Duty and natu- 
ral Affection, and for the ſake of 
che Satisfaction they receive from 
ſo ſweet Bleſſings: But when we 


find we are-deprived of them, we 


ought not to think that the being 
— of theſe Satistactions is 
all dead Loſs to us: There is a 
great deal of attending Trouble, 
= did before take off from 


thoſe Enjoyments, if they were 


exactly rated; and tho? we have 
loſt our Satisfaction therein, yet 


ve are lure to be caſed of our 


Care; 
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Care; which is ſomething, how. 
ever, ' bf amends. Is Our Child 


xen from us in its Infancy 4 "we 


are then excuſed from the penſive 
Care which we muſt otherwiſe 
have undergone in its — 
from the —— Du we mu 
have” diſcharged in keeping 4 
Watch over its Acxions, in form- 
ing its Manners, in extirpating [x 
very corrupt Inclination- of its 
Mind, in improving each toward. 
ly Diſpoficion, and in a conftant 
Planting therein the Sceds of Vir 
me and Religion: Which Truſt; 
if it be not exactly fulfilled, will 
fall heavy upon our. heads; we 
being anſwerable for all che Irre⸗ 
gularities which ſhall be occaſion: 
ed by o Neglect. Add to this 
the aefübnels which is ſuſtained 
in keepitig them to their Learning, 
che? oc of a thouſand little 


i Wiles ft 


h Death N their Childydn. 75 


_ and Sttatagems to win and 
decoy them into a good bking-of 
Letters and che Matters they are 
to be inſtructed in. Whar Fears 
and -Pyſquiess are we put into up- 
on every Indiſpoſition which be- 
a chem?! — cveryiaking 
of a Finger or a Tooth, in them, 
pierce our very Hearts with a 
tender Senſe of their Pain, and fill 
us wich the moſt terrible Aphre- 
henſions and Suſpicions of their 
Deaths 2; What dreadful Frights 
are we fubjec to, from Confide-' 
tation of the 'Dingers which may 
befal them, when'they ave out of 
our ſight? How many more care- 
ful Suſpicions have we. leſt they 
fall in with ill Company, 'which 
may ſeduce them to ſin, or con- 
4 any ill! Habits which may 
— in it? How ſollicitous 
are we in r Proviſion fer 


them, 
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hn, and ſetting them out into 


the World? In how great 
are we for ſcar of cher Miſcar- 


pain 


riage, and fruſtrating the Hopes, 


Care, and the Expence which we 
have been at in their Education? 
How afraid are we of their making 


an unequal Choice in Marriage; 


or being betraid into a Courſe of 


Lewdneſs, which ſo many all Ex- 
amples, in ſo wicked and looſe an 
Age, are ſo ready to tempt Youth 


into? Now, tho God has plea- 


ſed to take our Child from us, it 


has been his good Will likewiſe to 
take the Care and Trouble, that 


did attend it, away too; which is 
more than we could demand at 
God's hands, who might, if he had 
pleaſed, have 2 us of the 
8 and leſt us an equal 


ſhare, of the Trouble. 


But =T 


God has removed from us theſe 


riot I 


Solli- 
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Sollicitudes, he gives us à freſh 
Taſte of the World's Satisſactions, 
and affords us an Opportunit of 
enjoying our ſelves, and taking 

ſome, ſhare again in the Pleaſure 
of Life, which was before wholly 


engaged in carkingand earing fs 
PrOgging for others. 


XVII. 1 will add.one Obſerva-prrr 
tion more, in order to the patient L 


bearing the Loſs of Children; 
which, though it may not ſo di- 
rectly fall in wich this Head, is 
bees much conducing to the 
End deſigned, and very well de- 
ſerving of Conſideration. . And 
that is, That the Loſs of Children 
does better qualifie Men for the 
Exerciſe of Religion. It is true, 
that there is no Tate of Life, bur 
what 1s very conſiſtent with Reli- | 
ion and Holineſs; and People 


A may 


yas » 
.v 
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may faichfully and ſincerely ſbrve 
Goc in all Conditions, whether 
rich or poor, married or ſirigle, 
with: Children or without! But 
then on the other fide it cannot be 
denied, That if Perſons aſpirt to 
cha more eminent Degrecs of Pie. 
ty, ſuch Perfections 85 the Chri. 
ſtian Life are not ſo eaſily to be 


a ttained to, when the Cares of 
che World, which are always at- 
tendant eſpccially upon a nume- 


raus Off. ſpring, are Fonts 80 
8 * continual Obſtacles in the 
The Love of God will not 
rk work ſo ſtrongly in Mens 
Hearts, when cheir Affections are 
divided into ſo many other Cha- 
nels: Their Devotion 10 be more 
cool, and their Prayers leſs fre- 
quent, when chey have ſo many 
other Avocations to take up their 
IS and their Time wich 
An 


cg ev fe ADS AO ,_ 7 3% rad foo poi Gate. ee an IG . ae. ac =. 


the Death of their Children. 79 


And morcover they can afford but 
a ſlhder Relief by their Alma to 
the Poos, who muſt provide for 
cheit dear Children, which they 
have brought into che World, and 
which they. ſtand? obliged to ſee 
them well ſettled in. But when 
Gott does think fit to eaſe any Per- 
ſon of thoſe. Cares, their Soul, 
irip'd as it were of its clogs and 
impediments, feels in it ſelf a new 
lighinefs and agility, and flies to 
God with a far greater Readineſs. 
Then they arc at leiſure daily to 
pray to and praiſe our great Crea-- 
tor in the publick Service of the 
Church, when they are freed from 
the conſtant Trouble and Atten - 
dance of looking after their Chil- 
dren at home. Then they have 
liberty to ſpend more Hours in 
their Cloſet, at their Devotion, 
Reading; and Meditations. ao 
r that 


betak 


 Confolati on to Parents for. 


that ſome Perfotis;/ who aſter the 
0. all their Children have 


themſelves: to a coniſtant 
— of Devotion and Religious 
Exerciſe, have received therefrom 
ſo amch feet Comfort and Re- 
freſhmen, that they could not but 
own it to be the moſt Pleaſurable 
Part of their whole Life; and that 
they did never before feel ſo great 


Sitisackion as in the agreeable 


Mixture of their Melancholy with 


the Spiritual Joy which God has 
then afforded them. Ar that time 


the rich hand is qualified to be 
largely liberal to Fn Poor, when 
its Charity is no longer held back 
by the Want of its own dear Bow- 
< Nay, then Men are frequently 
diſpoſed to the nobleſt Acts of Mu- 
nificence, and the tranſmitting 
their Charity to future Genera- 


tions: For thoſe who have at firſt 
made 
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made | he moſt ſad Comp las, of” © 


the, unha ineſ(s 1 A ad their 
h aving 5 4 15 
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bach, Mcchod' of Fe 
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famoi 105 Eh Colleges? By 
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Word ele : 20d" -have 


ſtill a freſn Supply of 5 


who are ted, OB ar and ace 


by the Eftare they have bequ 
ed, many Ages after they chetn- 
ſelves 45 Aſhes. "Tf the real ard 
natura 


Children of ſome' of theſe 
great Founders had lived, atid Had 


enjoyed the Eſtates which ares now 


given,co theſe excellent Charitics, | 


_ thoſe Patrimonics in! Ep probabili. _— 


ty 5 have been fpent apt Jo fft 


ome hundreds of years agt , 2 8 
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. County. | So that Perſons Ought 1 


o 


5 becauſe. this is LY. 5 ſt 


it is their own Fault if their Name 

be not . immorral,z becauſe thei 

Memory muſt be cternal, if cher 
Charity be not too ſcanty. | 
108 e * 2211 | . e 

cajdrs. XIX. I now proceed to drav 

Da ſome farther Arguments from the 

way Duties which We OWC Our ſelve 


ought to be moderate in out are 
1 Gric 
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Grief for the Death of our Chil- 
dren: Becauſe an intemperate Sor- 
row occaſions ſo much Pain to our 
ſelves, as is a Sin to afflict our Na- 
ture with. We have not an Ab- 


ſolute and Deſpotick Authority o- 
ver our ſelves, to uſe or abuſe our 
Natures as We ſhall think fit. God 
; has implanted in us a Principle of 
Self. Preſervation and Love, which 
(ll inclines.us to continue and cheriſh 
iche Life which he has given us. 
And as Self. Murder, which utter- 
x} ly deſtroys! Life, is the moſt hei- 
il nous: Violation of this great Natu- 


ral Law, ſo is every voluntary Mo- 
leſtation and Tormenting of it, in 
a proportionable Degree, an Of- 
tence againſt it. Tis in vain there- 
fore for Perſons who abandon 
themſelves to all the direful Pains 
and Convulſions of Mind, which 
are bred by an extravagant Grief, 

| G 2 to 


MW: muſt nor 
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co ſay, Thar they hurt no body 
but themſelves. For that hurting 
of themſelves is a great Sin; be- 
cauſe God did not give us our Na. 

tures, to abuſe and hurt them, but 
to love and cheriſh them. And 
tis a great Miſtake, to think that 
every thing which we have the 
Poſſeſſion of, is at our abſolutc 
- Diſpoſal, to uſe as we pleaſe ; for 
God has given us all things we 

have in this World, only to be uſed 
in due and lawful manner, and ac. 
cording to the Methods he has 
preſcrib'd. *The Meat-which we 
cat is our own; but then we mult 
not uſe this to Gluttony. The Wine 
- we drink is our own ; but we muſt 
not make uſe of it to be drunk 
We muſt not make uſe of out 
Clothes for Vanity, nor our Bo 
dies for Incontinence. Neither lf 
it Jawtul for us to give our Mind 


5 125 th 
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the terrible Diſquiet of cheriſning 


4 tormenting Grief thercin. For 
God does deſign that we ſhould 


85 


allow our ſelves all the reaſonable 


Eaſe and Quiet, which by the Laws 
of Virtue and Religion we may; 
and not to give Torment or Trou- 
ble, either to our Minds or Bo- 
dies, unleſs in order to make us 
happier or better. Men may en- 


dure hard Labour for their Food; 


they may Faſt to bring their Bo. 
dies into Subjection; and they 

may lay down 7 Lives for — 
Country or Religion; but unne- 
ceſſarily to torture chemſeclyes. and 
voluntarily to endure and indulge 
the ſad Pangs of Grief to no pur- 
poſe, can admit, I am ſure, of no 
Excuſe.. When Perſons chuſe long 

to afflict their Minds, by fed tos 
upon the moſt ſad and uncomforta- 
ble Thoughts, and wall never givg 


G 3 an 
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an Ear or an Eye to any thing chat 
is entertaining of diverting; when 
they are ſtill preſenting to their 
View the darkeſt Lines of God's 


Provadence, and ſetting his moſt 
gracious” Viſitanons in the moſt 
gloomy and melancholy Light; 


when they make both Mind and 


Bedy Sharers in the unreaſonable 
Grief, cauſing the one to pine for 


want of its neceſſary Refreſhments, 


and the other, to have all its Fa- 
culties hanging looſe about it in 
Diſorder and Cynfuſion; when 
they ſpend reſtleſs Nights and 
mourntul Days, refuſing the kind 
Conſolation and Advice of their 
Friends, and” liking nothing bur 
what adminiſters to their wild Di- 
ſtemper, and heightens their Grief; 
Ifay, whilſt they afflict themſelves 


with all theſe Troubles, they turn 
perfect Tyrants to their own Na- 


FUrcs, 
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tures, and exerciſe a Savageneſs 
and Ferity upon themſelves, which 
they jd; not find in their hearts 
to uſe co their Fellow · Creatures. 

Emre. 2322 17 OBOE” ee 

XX. Next, Ferſons who indulge . 

themſelyes in ſuch an immoderate 2 , 
r e to conſider the Dan. 
ger they. expoſe cheinſelves to by 
it. It wete a very unteaſonable Re- 
ſolution for any Perſon, to ſuffer 
only che preſent Anguiſh of Grief 
for the Death of a Relation, if no 
other Inconvenience followed it: 
But when they lay themſelves open 
thereby to all the fad Conſequen- 
ces of an exceſſive Sorrow, they 
run upon Dangers which all Men 


7 
© 1 


in their. Senſes do moſt diligently 
avoid. Tis a Profpect diſmal e- 
nough, to ſee People give up them- 
ſelves to be tormented by all the 
terrible Throws and Agonies of a 


TY 
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diſconſolate Mind; but it is a more 
deeadful Conbideration, to behold 


them drawing upon themſelves - 
other ſadder Mösfortuncs, Wich 


venpfge, upon encouraging ack A 


deſtructiye Paſſion, as may proba- 


bly. bring ſo many Inconvenlencies 


both upon Body and Mind? Our 


Bodies: are ſubject to Infirmities e- 


nough of all conſcience, which 
Fralfueſs of Nature it (Af occaſi. 


dns; without being beholden to 


dur. ſelves, to pull more upon our 
n Heads. Then why ſhould 
we indulge an intemperate Grief, 


which preys upon our Vitals, vi- 
tiat 5 cur Blood, hinders our Sleep, 
dvpraves our Appetite, creates ill 

Con- 
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Concoctions, and is a thouſand 
other ways prejudicial to our 
Health; whereby in a little time 
our whole res Ob is unhin- 
ged and broken, and we neceſſa- 
rily draw upon us our own Fate, 
vhilſt we are enen chart ol 6 
another. 4e 
And methinks-1 we oug hero 3 | 
1 farther Regard to Ks Miſchuct 
which ſuch a Sorrow may bring 
upon our Minds. Whilt our Grief 
s young within us, and we do not 
prolong it beyond the Limits that | 
Nature preſcribes, we are Maſters. 
of our Reaſon to temper and com- 
poſe it: But when we give the full 
Reins to this outragious Affection, 
and ſuffer it to · hurry our Reaſon 
along with it; our very Unger- 
ſtanding is at laſt: ſwallowed up in 
Paſſion. our Actions become fran- 
tick and extravagant; and ſome- 
times 
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times we are never afterwards. Ma- 


ſters of our Senſe; again, but con- 


cine: — 11 Diſ- 
compoſurc o IMI WHIcn Our 
wilck Paſſion has habituated us to. 

There wants not variety of Inſtan- 
ces to. thew:how: Perſons, in the 
violent Paroxyſms of their Grief, 
have! heated: their Spirits into a 
Flame of Madneſs, and made them 
ſpend the reſidue of their Life in 
miſerable Raving. Others bayc 
fuffered a more ſilent Grief to prey 
upon their Souls, and have aban- 
dom d themſelves to Solitarineſs 
and penſivc Thoughts; which have 
in time fo perfectly over:clouded 
their Reaſon, that it could never 
after exert it ſelf in its former 
Brightneſs, but they haye lingred 
out a lamentable Life under the 
conſtant Effects of a moapiſh Me- 
lancholy. Ochers, by a ſtu 


udious 
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fomenting of their Grief, rel 
improved it into an intolerable 
Diſtemper 'of Mind, which- has 
been fuck an inſupportable Bur- 
den to Life, that the unhaj ppy Fer- 
ſons Have püt a Period ro their 
Beings in this World, and been 
their” o. Executioners, on to 
t rid of the dreadfal Oppr 
hat Wiſe Perſon - BY: works 
give way to a Paſſion, which can- 
ck. at che beſt; but be mju- 
rious to us; and, for ought we. 
know, may bring the worſt of 
theſe Mirae 8 upon u us? Me- 
thinks Men ſhould as ſoon be in 
love with Daggers and Poiſon, 
with Halters and Gibbets, as with 
ſuch a miſchievous PafHon; which 
not only impairs their Health and 
deſtroys Life, but ſometimes ru- 


nes their immorcal Souls. 
XXL It 
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laing to our » | 

bad. ty QWINS to our ſelves, to grieve 
excclhycly,, for the Loſs of our, 
Children becauſe it is 0 

Valuing to our Rational Nature, 

9 luftes 4 be, ſubducd by ſo 

mean and 


acquainted with the Laws of Mor- 
tality, and the Inſtability of Hu- 
A Jy mane 
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mane Affairs, to ſit pining over a 
Coy which ought reaſonably 
co have been expected, is a perfect 
Diſhonour to that noble Faculty 

which God has bleſt his Spectes 
with above the reſt of the Crea- 
tion. It is a pitiful Weakneſs of 
Mind, unbecoming the Grandeur 
of our Nature, to lie groveling 
under the Weight of any Misfor- 
tune whatſoever; but if we would 
act up to. the true Honour of it, 
we ſhould muſter up all the Pow- 
ers of our Mind and Body to con- 
flict with it, and to overcome it. 

Our Reaſon is given us by Al- 
mighty God, to be the Monarch 
and Governor of our Affections, 
to keep them from Unrulineſs and 
D Diſorder, and by its Imperial Sway 
co make them obedient to the wiſe 
Directions it ſhall lay before them. 
And therefore when ever our Paſ- 


ſons — 
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ſions make head-againſt-this ſove- 
upon the firſt opportunity, endea. 
vour to quell ſuch diſorderly Mo- 
tions, with as much Readineſs a- 
a Prince does ſuppreſs a Rebellion 
amongſt his Subjects. But when 
Men give way to Grief, or any o. 
ther Affection, and let their Rea. 
ſon be led away Captive by it, 
they perfectly dethrone that Prince- 
ly Faculty, and act as unbecom. 
ing a Part as a King who willing- 
Iy ſuffers himſelf to be ruled by 
his ſaucy Rebbels, or makes him- 

{elf a Subject to his own Slaves. 
Paſſion is blind and headſtrong, 
and ſees nothing before it; but 
Reaſon can diſcern Conſequences 
at a diſtance, and view this World 
in its true Complexion and Co- 
lours, and not in thoſe falſe Ap- 
pearances which our Affections 
pi- 
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picture it to our Fancies in. Paſ- 
ſion is always entlined to follow 
the Ebbs and Flows of worldly 
Fortune; but Reaſon is aboveꝭem, 
and is endued with Strerigth ſuffi- 
cient to make a Stand againſt the 

moſt violent Attacks Which the 
World can make againſt it. Mhilſt 
our Minds remain unconquer d, 
and keep up a Government over 
the Affections, we retain a Free- 
dom under the moſt preſſing 
Calamities which can befal us; 
it then only is enflayed; when it 
has loſt that Authority over the 
Inferiour Faculties, which it was 
intruſted wich. The Goods and 
Evils of this World are part of 
the Domifiion of Providence, 
which the Mind has nothing to 
do with: The Monarchy of That 
conſiſts in governing the Powers 
within us, which properly belong 
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to us ʒ but as for all outward 
things, they are neither at our 
Command not within our Juriſ 
diction. A Famous Man in an- 
tient Hiſtory, who had the fad 
Misfortune to ſeę his Native City 
plunder' d and burnt by a Merci. 
leſs Enemy, being asked what he 
had loſt by that common Calami 
ty? he anſwer'd. Nothing at all; fo 
away with me. Tho at che ſame 
time he had loſt his Patrimony, 
his Houſc, and his Furniture and 
Money; and had his only Daugh. 
ter carried away Captiye hy 
Soldiers. He meant, That the 
ward Goods of F — 0- 
perly belong:to Heaven, vhich at 
pleaſure diſpoſes of them; andi that 
Virtuc and Widom Wert all that 
a2 Man could: call his own; Ard 


indeed when a. Man is Mafter ct 
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theſe noble Poſſeſſions, all things 
elſe ou ht to be below him 3 he 
may make uſe of them with Indiſ- 
ference. as they come, but need 
not be over · ſollicitous, whether he 
has them or has them not. As long 
as Providence thinks fit to afford 
him an Enjoyment of chem, he is 
thankful tor them; and when G | 
is pleaſed to call for them again, 
he With willingneſs returns them. 
He knows they are none of his. 
but axe only lent him for a Time, 
and therefore ought with as much 
quietneſs to give them back, as 
a Man fetches a Bag of Money 
to the Owner, who had lodged 
it in his hands. New whilſt the 
Mind maintains this brave Autho- 
rity over the interiour Powers; 
ſhe is a. glorious Monarch, and 
acts up to the noble Nature God 
has given her; but when ſhe ſuf⸗ 
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fers her ſelf to be over- power; d by 
Griof, and to do things whic 
Reaſon does not only diſallow, but 
is aſhamed of; and to be guilty of 
Follies and — which 
an unruly Affection prompts to; 
chis is to depoſe her own ſelf, and 
to ſubmit to * worſt of Slaverics 
me of with own rang 


X XII. Laſtly, We Are defective 
in the Duty owing to our. ſelves, 


to grieve. intemperately for the 


Loſs of our Children; Becauſe 
this is not agreeable to the great 
Honour and Dignity of the Holy 
Religion which we profeſs as we 
are Chriſtians.” Chriſtianity is the 
moſt Honourable. Inſtitution that 
ever was in the World, both in 
reſpect of the infinite Dignity- of 
its — and of the admirable 
Nn and Motives thereof; and 
2271 | chere. 
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therefore when any of its Mem- 
bers act any thing unworthy df it, 
they diſhonour the excellent Prg; 
feſſion which they have the Glory 
to be admitted into. What, ſhall 
the Scholars of Zend and Plato ax- 
rive to a Maſtery over their Paſ- 
ſions, and be able to bear the ſe: 
vereſt Calamity with an exact Pa- 
tience and Equanimity? and ſhall 
the Diſciples of Jeſus Chriſt, the 
eternal Son of God, pine and de- 
ſpond under an Afflction which 
the ordinary Heathen, Philoſophy 
taught Men to bear up againit ? 
Shall ſome of theſe Men, who had 
no other Principles to buoy up 
their Spirits, but the Dictates of 
natural Reaſon, be couragious un- 
der the moſt grievous Torments? 
and ſhall we, who are taught our 
Duty from Heaven, by the great 
God. himſelf, be down, — and 
H- 2 deje- 
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dejected under a Misformne which 
be thinks fir to lay upon us? Shall 
they, —— ok — Motives 
walkin Duty but only the-inward 
Satisfaction and — of Vur- 
tue, and the Turpitude and Unea- 
finels of Vice, arrive to the noble 
Courage of deſpifing the Frowns 
and Threats of Tyrants, their 
Wheels and Racks, and all cheir 
Magazines of Cruelty? and ſhall 
we Chriſtians, who have the Ter. 
rours of Hell on one fide deter- 
ring us from Vice, and the un: 
ſpeakable Joys of Heaven on the 
other inviting us to our Duty 
{ball we, in deſpite of theſe mighty 
Incentives, fuffer our Minds 4 
broken, and to lie under a pitiful 
Deſpondency, unworthy, both. of 
a Chriſtian and a Man, for che 
Death of a Relation? If Heathen 
Waun and Women ſhould _ 
thelx 


the Death of their Ghiluen. 11 
their: Griof to worł up to the highs | 
eſt pron, they might be m ſonit. 
meaſure excuſed, from their want 
of a Revelation. for dacir beter 
Inſtruotion in their Duty and their 
Knowledge of another Life; hit 
Chriſtians are 1 
Failure chern. 

The — condi 
deredthis Point fully, declares his 
Opmion, that we Chriſtiars oughit 
not to ſorrow us Men without Hope. 

Thoſe poor en \withour Hop, 
who were not perſwaded of no- 
ther Life, when they ſaw the dead 
Carcafe of a dear Relation, they 
had ſome reaſon ſadly to bewall 
the total Diſſolution of à noble | 
Being, which bar à little time he- | 
tore they viewed in Healch und vi- 
gour, r= 'comely ww Aſpect, -and ſo 
friendly in Deporim 


ent; and now 
for hind: toke all his Cu and 
H they 
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chey che Satisfaction in him; and 
that they ſhould bchold him caſt 
into à dark and a cold Grave, 
where he muſt be a Prey to the 
wretched Vermine which he tram. 
pled on Before. But our bleſſed 
Religion: preſ 


ents this Scene in a 
more agreeable Proſpect; it in- 
ſtructs us how Death, which ap- 
pears ſo terrible to others, is but a 
Gate to a better Life; That we are 
ſtripped · of this Body, only to put 


on another vaſtly more Glorious. 


Nc, to give our ſelves a great 
deal of Diſquiet and Torment for 
the Death of our Child or Rela- 
tion, when we have reaſonable 
Hopes heirs gone to be happy in 
another World, is as unreaſonable 
as to cry and take on for our Son's 
being out of our ſight for a day 
or two, whilſt he is gone to take 
Poſſeſſion of a good Eſtate. 

{i XXIII. 
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XXIII. Some other Arguments ges 2 


Hons from 


may be taken from the Duty which 5. 
we owe to our Neighbours; and bre Ng. 
firſt from the 2 of a ffec 
and eaſy Converſation. Man, asf , 
he is a ſociable Creature, ſands 
obliged. to fulfil the Laws of So. oy 
ciety with as mucly/exactneſs as it 

lies in his power to do; and to 
make his Converſation with others 

as eaſy and agrecable as he expects 

that of other men to be to him. 


Every Perſon, of whatſoever Qua- 


lity or Degree, muſt endeavour to 


comport himſelf with that Cwility 
and good Humour, as may gauv 
the Affections of thoſe he COnxver- 
ſes with; or however he muſt a- 
void all motoEnci! and ſullenneſs 
of Temper, which may render his 
Company weariſom and ungrate- 
ful. If our Nature or our Circum- 
ſtances do not lead us of their on 

H 4 accord 
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accord to this Obligingneß of 
Temper, we muſt skre w our ſelves 
it, by a fi d Reſolution to 


up to 
ſhake off all melancholy and lump- 


iſh Thoughts, and to force our 
ſelves into an agreeable Pleaſant- 


ded of it, — greateſt number a- 
bandon — Which they 


find to abound with nothing but 


melancholy Sighs and diſmal Com- 


plaints. For "Grief is a Paſſion 
which 1s not only 7 to the 


Perſon who — it, but has pe- 


caliarly to it ſelf a ſort of a com- 


municative Quality, by which the 
Sorrow ſpreads it ſelf among all 
thoſe who are the Spectators of 
it; Not only the Relations, but 
ab the Sounds and Accents, and 
a che Signs and · Indications 5 

Miſc- 


neſs. For this is a part whuch all 
our Friends have a Right in; and 
when they find themſelyes defrau-· 
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Miſery andGridh; by u fort of ym» | 


pathy, do terribly affect the minds 
of Gere and make chem ber a 
hate in- the Infeliciy. 

Nov if we juſtly prize 2 
of Our Friends, and — make 
chem atnends: for their kim and 

obliging Converſation, we 
nt entertain them with: e. ſad 
Repreſentations Of our Grief, 


to 


d 


umich muſt be always very uncaſy 


to them ; and it 18 not only a 
point — Ingratitudc, 3 


chem Wich Sorrow for the Gom- 


forts and Refreſhments of their 


Difeour(e,, But looks like. a Tart f 


ſpite, q an. making 


Nay; 1 it is the Fate of many Per- 
ſons, who abandon themſelves to 
dong and obftmare Grief, (which 
makes the Gencrality of their 
ame weary of their Company, 


when 


them feel the fame 
Uncaſmeſs winch we du dur ſelves. 
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when they will neither give ear to 
any good Counſel; nor ſuffer any 
—— Converſation) to be for- 
ſaken of the wiſeſt of their Ac- 
quaintance, and to be leſt entire 
to the management of either ſilly 

or deſigning People; who, 'by 

complying with — fond Pal 
ſion, make it ten times more laſt- 
ing and painful, and to be atten- 
. far more Inconvenien- 
cies, than it would have been; if 
Ton had encouraged the Conver- 
ation m wiſer and better Perſons 


r XXIV. Ae Reafims why 
ve ſhould not greive _ exceſſively 

for the Loſs of our Children or 
any other Friend, is, Becauſe we 
ought to ſet a good Example in 
the patient Bearing the AMictions 
wc! 4 God is plealedd to ſend us. 
rea Is — in Scrip- 

tuxc, 


— — a — — 2 „ 
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the Death of their Children. 
ture, as a Spiritual Combat and 
Warfare, whoſe Membets are to be 


diſciplined in Difficulties and Hard- 
— and if God Almighty ſhall 


of them any 1 
lamity, ſuch a Perſon ſnould con- 
ſider, that this is but calling him 
out to ſome great Poſt of — 
in his Service, which he ouglit 
to diſcharge wich all the . 
and Bravery he can. He is to con- 
ſider, that he is not then to act in 
an ordinary and private Capacity, 
in which his actions may paſs over 
unobſerved; but that he is ſingled 
out by God, by an Eminent Call, 
for a Special Service; wherein 
all Mens Eyes are upon him, to 
take Notice how well he can 
aquit himſelf in that remarkable 

Difficulty. 
For Afflictions are the Chriſtians 
marks 


— a. - 


| ae 
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marks of Honour; and by how 
much the more, the greater, and 
ſeverer they are, when born by a 
true Patience and Reliance upon 
God, by ſo much the more they 
. — — to the raiſing their Re 
putation and Glory. If a mai 
enjoys che ordinary Comforts of 
the World without any confider- 
nble Interuption, his Life. looks 
ſo much of a Piece with other 
mens, chat People paſs by the Ob. 
ſervation of hel bel Addons there. h. 
of, for want of being marked out v 
by fome emment Notes of Di. 
ſtinction. | de 
But when God has Goaled out ¶ le 
ſome good Man for the ſuffering Nc 
an ang Affliction, he ſets N ar 
him up for a Grcat Example to pi 
the reſt of the World; ad bids ll C 

every one to take notice, how 

bravely fach a one behaves. _— 

elt 
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ſelf under that terrible Calamity ; 

what an admirable Proficiency he 
bas made in the School of Chrit; __ 
and that he has not learned only 
che Theory of Religion in its 
gar peſt parts, but can reduce into 
Practice, when ever God calls for it. 
whatever Duties Fleſh and Blood 
are moſt averſe to. Therefore 
Chriſtians oughtmore eſpecially to 
ſignalize themſelves, when God 
Credit them wich ſuch an 
honourable Call in the Chriſtian 
Warfare; for when they behave 
Memſelves with dejectedneſs and 
deſpondency of mind, they neg- 
lect the great Duty which they are 
commanded upon . 
ardice to thoſe, whom they are 
pieched on to be an —— of 
N to. 


XXV. 
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Shame to 


Perſons of | 


XXV. But this Motive is then 


Wl;5 % more eſpecially. cogent to thoſe 


bene. Whom God has placed in a higher 


h. 


Station of Worldly Fortune. For 


Great Perſons are naturally deſign- 


ed to be eminent Examples to 
thoſe of lower Degree; their Minds 
being ſuppoſed to be more capa- 
cious of Knowledge, and their Af. 
fections to be better regulated than 
thoſe of the rude Vulgar, who 
are generally ſwayed by no higher 
Principles than thoſe of - Paſſion 
and Appetite. And farthermore;the 
whole frame of ſuch Perſons Souls, 
by theirgenerous Education, is dil- 
posꝰd to take aNaturalBent towards 
Virtue; eſpecially thoſe eminent 
Parts thereof, Courage and Con- 
ſtancy. Now if ſuch great Per- 
ſons ſhrink under a great Calami- 


ty, who have ſo much natural 
Bravery in their very Blood and 


Conſtitution, 


by 
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Conſtitution,” People of a Vulgar 
Rank will be taught perfectly to 
deſpond under the like; as judg- 
ing That in a manner unſuppor- 
table by Humane Nature, which 
they ſee to gain a Conqueſt over 
thoſe, whoſe Souls are of the 
ſtrongeſt make, and ho have the 
Fences of the moſt gallant Cou- 
n rage, and the moſt refin'd Wiſ⸗ 
dom, to ſupport them. 
:: Beſides, Perſons in a high Statio 
n cannot indulge themſelves in Grief 
e with: any proportionable degree 
Is, Jof Security and Decency, as other 
. People of a meaner Rank may; 
ds ¶ Obſcure Perſons, which no body 
nt minds, may complain, and crie, 
n- ¶ and take on, and give themſelves 
up to all the Extravagancics of an 
ungoverned Paſſion, without be- 
ing taken Notice of; but thoſe 
vhom God has placed in a 
$753 high 
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high degree e Fortune, they, 
having every ances Eyes fixed upon 
chem, can do -hothing withew 
being pblerved; and every Inge- 
gene y, Which in their Paſhgn they 
commit, has a thouſand, Witnefles 
thercaf. There is a Crowd gf 
Conſola [ors ſanding - tt} about 
them, -enquiring into the Particu- 
lars of their ſad Condition; what 
great Firmitude of Mind they 
have to oppoſe againſt ſuch a cut 
ting Misfartune; whether, 28 they 
| haye born Proſperity with Mode- 
ration, they can undergo Advexſit 
wich Courage; marking every Sigh 
and Tear and Groan, and cen, 
ceiving ſo much the lower Opinion 
of them, as they approach nigher 
to the uſual Grief of Common 


4 


Now, Great Perſons will per: 
fectly Joſe the Authority the) 
P*. 1] retain 
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I of their hy noon he Courage, 
3 or — don elvcs\ .to 

y Wee n this! —— 

0 —— methinks,  cvery 

i Pexſon, that has loſt a Child 

I — or is under the preſ- 

„ure of any conſiderable — 

x ſhould, thus think with himſelf. — - 
Yun very greut Sufferer by this mis- 

t. fortune, but I have not 4 the Dig- 

oy Wl nity ef m Reaſon with it. I am a 

„Man til, and muſt therefore act ſuit- 

tf able to the Honour of that Noble 

Being. Nay I am in a Station above 

n; | the generality of Men, who expect to 


nabe coppyby myExample and therefore 
r || Imuſt do, not what is expected from the 
common herd of Mankind, but what be- 
comes the high Station providence has 
. fixedme in. 1heWorldmuft ſee from me, 


ey | what Virtue and Courage my Soul has 
in | 1 imbibed 
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imbib a fromits generous andReliy 
Education; bow well it can bear 2 
gainſt the Storms of adverſe Fortune; 
and with bor much Patience and ſeeſ 
nation, it eum ſubmit it ſelf to the 52 
Aing hand of God. Nowto ſhowSuch 
an Example, and to form fuch a 
Reſolution as this, would recom- 

mend Patience and Conſtancy to 
che World much more effectually 
than the moſt ſolid Lectures oſ 
Philoſophers and Divines. For 
Men are never ſo much in Love 
with Truth and Virtue, as when 


they are adorned with cheourward 


Such exceſ- 
ſroe Grief 


afflis our 
Relations. 


Ribs of Worldly Greatneſs. | 
XXVI. But laſtly , our Duty to 
our Neighbour — require, That 
our Grief for our Children — 
be moderate; Becauſe of the gre 
Sorrow ve occafion thereb 
our other Nigh Relations.” Abe 
Greivin 98 Eusband ä 
what 
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who- thinks chat ne. Sorrow ducb 


hat Pain he puts his loving Con- 
ſort to; What Anxiceies he load, 


her Thoughts with; what dtrad. 


ful A pprehenſions, he Gccaſion in 


ſhould- cut ſhort his days, and 
leave her then to bewail a double 


eee — the rote her dear 
Child, but eagerly purſues ever 

ſad kind of Lamentation which 
either - Paſſion or Art can furniſn 


* 


her with ; the ſhould ſeriouſly be- 


think her ſelf, how great à part 


her loving Husband takes in her 


Grief; how cvery ſigh of hets 
ſtrikes him to to the very Soul, 


and Wounds his Heart more ſen- 


it came. ed (HW 


Now why ſhould any one be 
fo inconſiderate, as having loſt one 
I 2 dear 
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deat Object of Affection, to act 
the greateſt, unkindne(s en 
another that is dearer hy mou 

Perſons, inſtead of aſſiſting and 
comforting one another; mutual. 
ly.; highten their Gricl by the 
ſtrongeſt Incentives? Women, who 
in other caſes are want to manifeſt 
the greateſt Tenderneſs of Nature, 
ſeem oſtentimes to forget it here; 
and hilſt they layiſh away the 
whole ſorge o their Alfactions in 
a vain Grief for their Child, they 
regard not what terrible Torment 
they create thereby to their dear 
Husbands. This is to value the 
Living leſs than the Dead, to ne- 
able and bound to att and to 
layout all their care on thoſe whom 
they cannot help. 


* p 
- 
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-XXVIE"Triow; proceed to fone nies 
other CBS drawn from 5, the 
cheDittywhich ve Ovetoor our _ Ne ew fo 
ceaſed Child. There 3s an Ob. 4 gr 
ligation =_— owing 0 d 
Nel ons às well dead as living; 
andwhen 2 are gone to converſe | 
in an-othe ef Src ate, we oughtto per- 
form-all "hoſe things here which 
whIlf chey were in this Life they 
were eile ro have done; and 
to omit others, which we may 
reaſonably * oſe to be diſpleaſing 
10 in the ö "they 
1 I 1 

No Peach to good Perſons is 
ſo great an Advintide that for 
us to involve our (elves in ex- 
treme ſorrow for our Relations 
falling into chat State, is an ang 
Grudging at the Happineſs they are 
in poffeſſion of. I have nothing | 
here to do with thoſe Parents who i 

I 3 havgs \ 4 
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ſio terible 


x Had Who. a wrong Eſtimate of the Na- 


11 8. Canſolarion t Parent for 


© haveloſt their Vitious and Wicked 
Children, eſpecially thoſe who are 
become ſo by their Negligence. 
I pray God give all ſuch, er 
= ſupport | their hy Sp 
true Repentance for fo nful a 
Neglect N 
Put for that whom God has 
pleaſed to afflict, by ta . e aur 
trom them their good a 
us Children, vvhoſe 8 in 
| Ko other State they have the moſt 
Reaſonable Aſſurance of; this 
gught to be Matter of Com- 
fort and Joy to them, rather than 
of Grief and Affliction. The Truth 
of vyhich vve may be fully con- 
vinced of by taking a Vieyy of 
theſe fevy fo ovvang Particulars. 


XXVII. Firſt, we are apt to 


* 


Death mot 


A: of Death, and to fanfic it 


oh | brings 
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brings the Perſon, who is the Sub- 
ject thereof, under more Incon- 
veniencies and Miſery, than really 

it does. But theſe Thoughts would 
vaniſh; if we would conſider Death 

in its true nature, and attended 
with the proper Circumſtances 
which belong to it: For we arc 
melined to look upon Death as the 
greateſt Misfortune and Miſery, 
chat humane Nature is ſubject to; c 
vhich is but a wrong Notion, a- 
riſing from the Principle of Self- 

. E Preſervation, ill applied, and a too 

| fond Love of this World. For 
Death is not a thing fo terrible 
and hurtful in it ſelf; as we ima- 
gine; but is rather the Determina- 
tion and End of Terrors and li- 
ſeries, eſpecially to all good Per- 
ſons. Pain and Sickneſs are really 
very terrible and hurtful; but wo 

are not ſo much afraid of rheſe 4 


) 
c 


oo Confolatron.to Parents for | 
then why ſhould we think that || y 
Death, which puts an end to theſe f 

Suffermgs, is above all things ſo Ip 

very frigheſul? We can with to- 

lerable Patience bear the ſceing our f 

Child to labour under the dread . 

ful Pains of a ſnarp Diſtemper, and 
co-hear him breakout into the moſt 
lamentable Groans and Outcries; 
but when theſe ſad Sufferings are 
at an end, we then abandon aur 
ſelves to an outragious Sorrow. 
If chere be any thing really ter 
rible in Death to good Men, it 15 
in whar goes before it; in the 
frightſul Appearance with which 

ve dreſs it up in our Imaginations. 
and in the Sickneſs and Pam which 
uſually preceeds it. But yet there 
ral Courage and Patience ſuffici- 
ent to conflict with; the: ſevereſt 

Sickneſs which beſals them in hex 

| whole 


7 


rhe Dear F their (liluren. 
whole! Life and generalh 
ſpeaking, the: — — 
pet which carries Men ourrof the 


World, is not ſuperiour 'ro-that 
from Which the often recover. 
Nc, if we have Cuurage ſuf- 


fuer to: beat with" the Thoug hrs. 


of our: Child's Sickneſs: und f we 
have ſuch an Aſſurance of his 
tue, as to havr comfurtable hop 


of his Happineſs in another — 


his Death is the: lcaſt Minzg lich 
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hould concern us. ker ene, Is 


nothing” but one ſingle point of . 
time, — Gries tnt from 

the next; in which-nenhes: — 
nor Soul ſuſtains any Pain: Ie 18 
quicker than Thought it ſelf. and 
— if there be any Pain, it 
gone before it can be reflected 


—— But . in caſe there were any 


of that / terrible Pain in Drach, as 
Nn we'thould:grieve — 
t 
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Troubles. 


BY 


, Conſolation to Parents far 
this no longer than our Child or 
Relation is o_— it: There is no 
Reaſon ve prolongi our Grier̃ be. 
__ the duration of that Suffer. 
This is to bewail a Diſtem. 
— recovered, and to 
an a Shipwrack aſter a: ſafe 
Arrival at — which are mat. 
ters of Joy to all — 
why; and not of Sorrow. 
* 0446 i £16; 812 ein 
IIIA. In the nen place; it vil 
bite 4 Comſort to us, upon the 
Death of our Child, to conſider, 
That has Death is 4 Deliverance 
from all the preſent I roubles of this 
World; which he: ſuffers. Death, 
notwithſtanding the terrible Fi- 
gures our Fancies are apt to paint 
it out in, is nevercheleſs a very 
comfortable Retuge to all Perſons 
in:;Troubſe and Diſquiet. We:that 
WWW of 


this 


_ 
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this Life, and are inured to a Con. 
dition interlaid with Scenes of Pain 
and Pleaſure, are not able to make 
an Eſtimate of the Benefit which 
Death affords; and are content to 
endure the uſual Hardſhips of Life, 
rather than to deſire a State which 
we are unacquainted with, and 
wich Nature for juſt Reaſons has 
given us ſome LO to. But 
vhen the Enjoyments of Life. run 
low, when the greateſt Pleaſures, 
by Pain and Sickneſs, grow 'taſte- 
leſs, and bodily Angaiſh makes the 
Soul impatient of its Abode; Death 


then —— a. — Pro 
and what our Deſires ea- 


gerly purſue. . 
He that lies 1 3 
Wheel, ae feds the effects of a 
l aging in e 
Member of his Body, — 
is pierced through by the terrihle 


Pains 
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Pains of his diſtended Fleſh and his 
Bones; yet when he looks 
unto Death, he can ſce it ſhooting 


in Rays of Comſort in the midſt 


of that diſmal Suffering, and gi 


ving him the Sachen of a 


an end of his Miſeries, in ſpite of 


the ſlow . paced Cruelty of h his Tor- 


mentors. The 'Thoughts of this 


ſtills che Priſoner's Sighs; and = 


the'Captive's Chains! 'This p 
Period to the Follies of Youth, 10 
affords a ſweet Nepoſe to tlie Pains 
and Reſtleſneſs of Old Age. Here 
the Diſconſolate forgets his Trou- 
ble, and the Exile enjoys his Coun- 
try again. He that labours under 
the diſtracting Fits of Gout or 
Stone, Oh! it Vonld he glye 


for fuch a bleſſed State of Eaſe? 
A State Where the R 


g Reproa eproached is 
hid from Diſg race; where the Poor 
is eule with the Rich, the'Ig- 


ES norant 


norant with the” Wiſe, and the 
Miſerable with the Fortunate; and 
every diſtreſſed Perſon finds an end 
of his Sufferings, and ſhall never 
be poor or ſick or ſorrowſul, or be 
able ſo much as to die any more. 
Now why ſhould we entertain 
the thoughts of that Death with 
ſo much Indignation and Bitterneſs 
of Spirit, which is ſo friendly and 
beneficial to every Rank of Hu- 
mane Kind; but never affords ſo 
large a Token of its Kindneſs, as 
to thoſe to whom it comes uncal- 
the Satisfactions of Death through 
the Miſcrics of Life; the Sick, the 
Unfortunate, and Aged, ſeck to it 
as a Refuge for their Eglamiticsz 
but when young Perſons dic, 
whoſe Life abounds with Health 
and Jollity, and a, Reliſh of the 
Satisfactions of the World; they 
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run their Courſe with Pleaſantneſs 

through this preſent State, and en- 

joy the Repoſe of the other, with. 

out ſuch uncaſie Paſſage as the reſt 

of the World do make to it 

But you will fay, tis true Death 

is a Deliverance and an Eaſe to them 

who hve under uncomfortable Cir. 

cumſtances; but 1s far other ways 

to them, who are in a Capacity 

of enjoying long the Satisfaction, 
which this World affords. © 

But I anſwer, That the beſt 

ſhare of this World's Good is ſuch £U 

a State of Uncafineſs and Sorrow, 

that Death, when it comes and 

takes us from it, may be very 

properly ſtiled a Deliverance, We 

indeed, eſpecially when we are 

under more caſy Circumſtances 

than the Generality of Mankind, 

are apt to conceive our Condition 

pretty toſerable, becauſe we know 


non 
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po better a State: But this is like 
the Caſe of Ignorant People, who 
have to Reliſn of Learning and 
Wiſdom, and are content with 
their Condition, only becauſe they 
knovy not the Advantages: — 
Excellence of thoſe noble Qualifi- 
cations which they want. 
Bur to ſum up all the Enjoy- 
ments of this Life, together with 
the Troubles and Diſcontents 
which are mingled with them; 
we'ſhall find, that Humane Life in 
the main is - ſo troubleſome a 
„Thing, that Death may very well 
d be called a Freedom ' from it. 
s for our greateſt Enjoyments, 
e chey are fleeting and tranſitoryʒ 
re and as for our longeſt lived Plèa- 
es ſures, they are flat and infipid. 
d, Our Whole Age, though never ſo 
bng, is but a tedious Rourid of 
doing the ſame things ever and 
aa over 
0 
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over, aghin; to Ear Drink and 
Sleep, and to Stufſa Frail Carcaſe 
for, it may be, ſuty or Fun 
Yeays together; and Which mul} 
at alt too fall into eee 
Corrupt Pas! 07 on vom 
"Our Childboodii ſpenc in run. 
ning a Circle of Follies and Impexth 
nences, or in a toilſom learning of 
— and Things; which fox; — 
generali ny go ſo much againſt the 
Greig. at to make our Eſtimate 
that Age, we can hardly 
cell which is more eligible Our . 
ſtruction or our Puniſhment. 
' AndwhenwearcivcwoManbood, 
our ſatisfaction is but very little 
more encreaſed Jt We be Poor, 
we are forced to get our Food in 
the Sweat of our Brows; and muſt 
work twelve painful 9 
enjoy che pleaſure of filling ones 
* Or if we be rich, bore 
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and Fears and Jealouſies and Diſ- 
contents take off the greateſt Part 
of the Pleaſure of a good Eſtate; 
and Men oftentimes are at as much 
Care to look after it, as other 
People are to live without it. 

which Perſons of great Fortune 
ſpend ſo much of their time in. 
they cannot 1 ſuppoſe be thought 
to add much to the plcaſurc of 
Life, hich are uſed for no other 
End than to paſs the uncom- 
fortable time thereof away. And 
Jam apt tb think, few men in their 
ſober Judgment, can imagine 
that tis worth while to come into 
the World, to hawk and hunt 
and play at Cards. Theſe arc 
ſuch poor Pleaſures, that a Spa- 
nie] reccivcs altogether as mucia 
Satisfaction, in runing after Birds 
or Butcrthes.. Nay. theſe Enter- 
Y K tains 
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tainments by a little uſe. do fo 
cloy and tire men, that they are 
Fn to. take ſhelter in Long 
and Buſineſs, to refreſn them after 
their very Recreations. 

But if, after all this, we caſt 
into the Account the Pains and 
Sickneſſes, the Diſcontents and 
Diſapointments which are incident 
to the Life of almoſt every one; 
we muſt neceſſarily conclude, that 
this World is a very undeſirable 
Station, if it were not 7 the 
hopes of a better. 

Now if this World has not a 
thing deſirable in it ſelf, but only 
as it is a Paſſage into the happineſs 
of the next, we arc very much 
beholden to Death, to . 2 
out of it as ſoon as poſſible. 
it we can be 2a al By to the —— 


wards of the Next, by a ſhort ſtay 
in this, to what purpoſe ſhould 
we 
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we deſire to wait to the Extremity 
of it? If we can have our Pay 
for working only the Firſt hour 
of the Day, why ſhould we be 
ambitious; to ſtay to Labour all 
the twelye ? og 34 #924 
| Upon the whole therefore when 
ve fee our Children go down to 
che Grave in their Youth, -we may 
conclude, That they are rid of a 
troubleſome Life very ſoon; and 
that We are chiefly unhappy in 
I chis, to confider, That they have 
run through this uneaſy Paſſage; 
and are got to their Reſt before 
us, who ſet out upon their Journey 
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ſo long after us. 


XXX. Ic is a farther Comfort pa # 
to us, upon the Death of our 4 5. 
Child, to conſider, That, by wi fn 
Dying in ſo early an Age, he is Bai, 
ſeeured from the Future Troubles 

K 2 of 
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of this World, to which lie lay 
expoſedo It is avcryconſiderable 
Piont f Happineſs to dir before 

the Ev Lday comes to continue 

it: Lifecas long as the Weather 1s 
bright and fair, and then to tabe 

j ſhelcerancheGravewhen the ſtorm 

* is coming. When any one tel 

| us ſome terrible Calannty. which 

is likely: to enſue, e Are. ont to 
ſay, Oh that I may never live to 
ſee that Day; and I am iclined 
to think, we are in good Earneſt 
when. we ſay. ſo; Lam ſure we 

have oſtentimes good Reaſon to 

ſay it. Now if we, by our humanc 

Sagacity, which has ſo very ſhort 

a light as to future Affairs, can 

make ſo juſt Concluſions; we 

may well chink that God Almighty, 

3 in his infinite Wiſdom, can make 
= a much better Judgment in theſe 
. matters; and does with the greatelt 
5 f Reaſon 
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Reaſon arid. Goodneſs: take thoſe 
our of che World m-good'time, 
on whom! he is un de e 
the Zatheriiig Temp fall. God, 
who haàs A diſtinct View Of all che 
Chain of future Cauſes! perfectly 
knows the Inconventences which 
long "Life" will brins upon ſome 
perſons; he : plainly fees what'p att 
of” Preite Ae ceidents*will Fall 
heir Shares; he cart. ft racer pi 
e” that dies a happy Prince at 
Twerty, ſhall die a P. aner if he 
liyes to Sixty. > "008 dons 4 
Now bothHiltory andCoimmon 
Obſcryation, ſurniſn us with va- 
ul fiery” of Infances to. confirm this 
Truth. 
| How Vane? a Life ald chat 
„Jof che Grear Pompey have been; 
s if he had gone out of the World 
e when he To finiſhed his Eaftern 
al Conqueſt, and attaind ſo much 
ſt 
K.:3 Glory 


y living ſome few years longer, 
he ſaw his hated Rival to run 
away with the Hearts of the People, 
which he had ſo much courted; 
he beheld his own Legions cut to 
peices before his Face; And,” what 
was more grievous to him, the 
whole World running into the In- 
tereſt of Cæſar: He perceived 
himſelf defended by none, bur 
deſerted by all ; was fain ro beg 
Protection of a King whom he 
had ſet upon his Throne; and 
died at laſt by the baſe hand of an 
Ægyptian Dragoon. How willing 
would this Great Man have 
been to have died before, if he 
could have forſeen theſe Cala- 


mitics ? and what a kindneſs of 


Pro- 
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Providence it would have been, 
to have removed him ſooner ? + 
If the Famous Cicero had died, 
when he was full of the Glory 
that he had attain'd by delivering 
the Commonwealth from the 
Conſpiracy of the wicked Cataline, 
when he was ſaluted by the 
Crowds of the rejoicing Citizens 
as the Conſervator of his Country; 
he had made an End of a glorious 
Life with equal Happineſs: But 
by having ſome few more ycars 
added to is Life, he was the 
miſerable Spectatour of his en- 
ſlaved Country; he ſaw his be- 
loved Fellow Citizens cutting one 
anothers Throats without Mercy, 
and all the Provinces flowing with 
Koman blood; he ſaw the Goods 
Jof the Senatorian Order fold like 
f the Captive Spoils and Ruffians 
- | hired by a Price ſet upon their 
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Heads to murder them; and laſtly 
had his own Blood fpile by a baſs 
Fellow whoſe Lite he had borwer 
* ſaved. An 
Or to come U ier home. - It 
was thought at firſt, without 
doubt, 5 — the noble Prince 
Henry, eldeſt Son to King James 
the firſt, was unfortunate to die 
ſo young, when he had given 
ſuch Promiſing hopes to the Na- 
tion of an illuſtrious Reign being 
ſo xipe in his Judgment, ſo brave 
in his Courage, and having ſuch 
a. love to Virtue and Learning, 
and cvery thing elſe that is com- 
mendable; and yet to conſider 
the Events of thi ngs, and the diſ- 
mal Convulſions 18 the Dt 
ſtemper'd Nation was then falling 
into, no kind Friend could ery 
wht: his Succeſſion: And there is 


no wiſe man but muſtallow, hy 1 
is 
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his immature Funeral was a great- 
er Happineſs than his Brocher's 
Inheriting the Purple, with. that 
Calamitous Life and Tragieal End 
which attended it. 

Novv vvho would vviſt one's 
Child a long Life, which is tobe 
accompanied with Trouble and 
Miſery? Who would not rather 
be content he ſhould: dic under his 
Nurſc's or his Tutor's Care, than 
to live to be a Captive or an Ex- 
lle? Who would not chuſe ra- 
ther to Weep over his tender Aſhes, 
than to have him live to ſce his 
Country in Ruines, to be ſeque- 
ſtred of his Eſtate, and depriv'd of 
his Intereſt and Honour; or tobe 
expos'd to the Temptation of For- 
— them both by a baſe Com- 


pliance, in difficult times, to ſecure 
them. And yet ſuch is the uncer- 


tanty of ann Affairs, That 
none 


138 
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becher. 
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none can ſay, ſome of theſe fad 
Misfottunes ſhall not be his Child's 
Fate, if he live out to the longeſt 


Line of Life. 
Therefore when it oleaſes! God 


totakeour Child fromus,weſhou'd 


look on it as a gracious Act of his 


Goodneſs to our dear Off. ſpring; 


ag doing the part of a kind Guar- 


dan to him, who perceiving Dan. 


ger at a diſtance, which may mis- 
chief him, he removes ham out of 


the way, and ſecures him there, 


— no Hann can nen wah 
WW 

XXXI. It is a Comfort to us, u 

on the Death of our Child, to con- 
ſider, he is freed from the Sins and 
Imperfections of this Life. This 
World is ſo {lippery and tickliſ a 
Station, that no'one's Virtue there- 
in has fixed ſo firm a Foot as to be 
out of all danger of Failing. Ma- 


ny 
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ny Perſons have gone on in a ha- 
bit of Virtue and Piety to the very 
Noon of their àge, and have then 
firſt made a turn off to a Courſe 
of Sin, when moſt others begin in 
ſome meaſure to fall off from it, 
Many Children, who under their 
Parents and Tutors Care have been 
Religious and Dutiful, have no 
ſooner been at their own Diſpoſal, 
but they have proved Plagues to 
their Parents and Rebels to their 
God: They have run into ſuch e- 
normous kinds of extravagant De- 
baucheries and Profannneſs, that 
their unhappy Parents have been 
brought to wiſh a thouſand times 
they had never been born. Whilſt 
ihey, are under their Parents Wing, 
and they converſe with none but 
thoſe of a Religious Deportment, 
and a ſtrict Life; their Imitation 
chen naturally falls in with thoſe 
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excellent Qualifications, and they 
exactly follow thoſe good Copies 
wich are ſer before them. But of- 

tentimes, when their riper Agè re- 

moves their Acquaintance to ano. 

ther Set of Campanions, Vice then 

inſenſibly creeps in upon them and 

corrupt Nature gives way to the 

„ Examples of Sin which ate Yaily 
, before their eyes. Nothing then 
4 can ſtand out againſt theſe miglity 
Temptations, but an extraordinary 
Degree of Grace, and powerful In. 
clination to Virtue; which as they 
are not afforded to every one, fo 
we cannot preſume our Child 
ſhould be Partaker o. 
Therefore ſince we are not at a 
Certainty that our Child ſhould 
perſevere in the Religious Coutſe 
he is enter'd into; and there: is a 
great deal of danger of his being 
corrupted by ill Company, when 


by 
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he comes abroad into the World; 
We ought! to think it a Happincſs, 
That God has taken him to him- 
ſelf, before ho had ſtain'd his Vir- 
tue by a ſinful Life; and Kee he 
has — ted him to another State 
at a time when he was * 
lor 013209 eat 
Galt is, * e a very 
| great Trouble to part with our 
dear Child now ; but it would 
have been a greater, if he had li- 
ved longer to » HE ogOvied Wicked. 
What ſhould we have ſaid; had he 
turned a lewd: Libertine or De- 
bauchec, and we had our Ears fre. 
quently rung wich ſome Adultery 
or bloody Murder he had com- 
mitted ? Should not e then have 
thought it a Happineſs if he had . 
died young, before he was in a 
Gapaciry. of commuting theſe 
rern nn 


EY ND DONT os nw. 


/ 


eV 1 
„ 


their Death 


Conſolation to Parents for 

I know we cannot endure to 
think of the very Poſſibility of our 
cowardly Children becoming ſo 
lewd; but this is ovving to our 
natural Love: And other Parents; 
vvho have thought as much of 
theirs, have been altogerher miſta- 
ken. Novv, vvhat has been may 
be, and vvhat may be vve cannot 
be ſure of the contrary of; vvhich 
is the occaſion of Fear and Miſtruſt: 
But all this God does fairly rid us 
of, vvherr he takes avvay our Child 
in his tender Age, at a time vvhen 
vve are ſure he is good, and muſt 
to all Eternity continue ſo yyith: 
out any more hazard. ö 


XXXII. Ic is another very great 


fates'em Comfort to us, upon the Death of 


in the Joys 
F Heaven. 


our Children, Thar vve are fatis- 
fied they are gone into a State of 
Happineſs. Our Holy Religiof 
: tcaches 
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teaches us, That good Perſons ſhall = 
not only riſe 1 th their Bodies at 
the laſt Judgment, and be then 
both Body and Soul inveſted in a 
State of ee Bliſs; but that 
their Souls, during the State of 
Separation, are in a very great de- 
gree of Reſt and Comfort, which 
s ſuperiour to the beſt Satisfacti- 
ons of this World: And therefore 
our Saviour, in ſpeaking to the 
Thief upon che Croſs, calls this 
Paradiſe. T his day ſhalt thou be with 
ne in Paradiſe. And St. Paul pre- 
fers this State to the 3 of 
this World: 1 deſire to be deſolved, 
and to he with Chriſt, which is bet- 
ter. Now what Promiſes by the 
Coſp pel Covenant belong to Chri- 
Mtg ho actually _—_— and 
air fy HEB; wp to the Rules 
of Chriſt, their Children, even be- 
lore they come to ycars of Diſcre- 


tion, 5 
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tion, are entituled to; and there. 
fore tlir Article of our Church does 
maſt truly lay down, That the 
baptized Children of believing Pa- 
rents, tho dic before they commit 
actual Sin, arc undoubtedly ſaved, 
This is fufficient: to pd wa reſt 
ſatisfied, that our good Children 
arc enter d 3 of Happ+ 
neſs; which is much more elig ible 
than the beſt Proviſion we. — 5 
able to make! for chem in this 
World. Aon: | 
For firſt, = State of thi Soul 
during its Separation, is à State of 
Indolence and Vacancy from all 
Pain and Trouble; - for there al 
tears pron gow be. wiped from our eyes. 

caſy a Condition muſt 
| — be, N the bleſſed: Soul is 
ſoured by no Diſcontent, allarmed 
by no Icalouſie, diſtracted by no 


A difquicted by no Fear, pi- 
no 
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ned by no Want / cormented- by 
no Pigs and: diſtompo ſed b Eee 0¹ 
Sicke 0 - NT ＋ 10%, lo 
Next, we are informed it is 
Fate of extraordinary edge; 
for nom we "know in part, but then 
we ſball know ever N are known? 
For this earth which:we 
earry about us now, is but a Hea- 
vy Clog to the Soul, and keeps 
her from mountin up to the 
Knowledge of Spirituab Thihgs3 
— — is darkemd Kt 
ſmother d by che great Load of 
Fleſh and Benes by ohcicht is fart 
rounded: But when Dearth has ſet 
her free from this Burden, ſhe re- 
covers her natural Force and Ag 
lity; and comes to a better Under. 
ſtanding of the Nature of God, 
and of Truth, and of all the now 
n Objects of che Spiri- 
1 World. Now we can carr have 
70 L. leetle 
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little Conyerſes wich Spiritual Be- 
ings; Hy rcaſon of the great Sktcen 
of Matter which is interpaſed: be? 
tweemus and them; but when this 
be removed, they can mor 
ecly communicate their: thoughts 
tous, and Jer: us into the Know- 
ledge of a thouſand DiNine Truths 
which in this State /c. art Stran-· 
8885210; log v7 o rok) wy 
| Which;$tate receives yet a high- 
er Degtee of Happineſs by the en- 
dearing Goodneſs of the pious 
Souls With Which it aſſociates. II 
Conver ſation in this: World be ſo 
very agtecable;-whift Men's mind? 
abound with ſo many troubleſome 
Paſſions; and their Hearts! are fre- 
quently full of: Falſeneſs and Diſſi: 1 
mulation; hat joyſul and endear- 
ing Satistactions are to be found 
there, in accompanying with thoſe ! 
pious Souls chat arc brim full of 
Loye and Charity? Now 
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No we ſhould be ſo far from 
repining that our Child is tranſia-· 
ted to ſo happyastate, that weſhould 
rather eſteem it to be the greateſt 
Preferment he could attain unto; 
and that it is the mot}; injurious 
Thought we can harbour againſt, 
him, to wiſh him out of that in- 
expreſſible Enjoyment, to make his 
Abode in chis troubleſome World 
rl „Ar ben 0 
If gur Son vvas to go on ſome 
very honourable Embaſſy or Go- 
vernment, or if he vvas to be a 
Prince in ſome Foreign Country 
far from us; vve could not find in 
our hearts to bar him of ſo great 
a Preferment, for the little Fond- 
neſs vve have to his Company: 
Then vvhy ſhould vve grudge at 
his going to Heaven, vvhich is a 
much greater Poſt? For, to be a 
Citizen of Heaven, is far more ho- 
55 (;] 1 2 now 
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Is diſpleaſ- 
ing to the 


perſon for 


whom 1 


MOUrn. 


nourable than to be the: om 
Trince in this World. of 
XXXIII Laſtly, to grieve e 
ſively for the Death of our Child, 
is diſpleaſing to him for vvhom we 
mourn. If the ſeparate Souls have 
any Knowledge of the Affairs of 
this World, of which it is moſt 
probable they are not wholly ig. 
norant; and if they carry any of 
che Tenderneſs of natural Affection 
vvith them into that State, of which 
F preſume they are not perſecthj 
deveſted; then they cannot hut be 
in ſome meaſure diſpleaſed and dif- 
quieted, as much as the Tranqul- 
Rey of that tate allows, toxonſi- 
44 the Sighs and Teats of. their 
dear Relations which they/ſo pain- 


_ fall indulge” themſelves in, for 


their Abſenee. They cannot, with- 


| pL reflectaponthe 


Imper- 
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Imperfections of this World, and 
the low Degree of the Faith and 
Hope of the beſt Chriſtians; - who 
can ſuffer Fleſh and Blood to re- 
pine at the wiſe Decrees of Provi- 
dence, and grieve at the moſt no- 
ble Exaltation of their deareſt 
Friends, when *tis: out of the wa 
of this vain World. We — 
ly  chink that an Extraordinary 
Grief is but a Duty owing to the 
Aſhes of a dear Child, and what 
e our ſclves in the like caſe would 
expect. But this is a Miſtake. I do 
not ſay, but that a decent Sorrow is 
à Duty for this is the way that Na- 
ture directs for ſhewing our Affect- 
ions: But neither can we our ſelves, 
in our ſedate Reaſon, judge any very 
high Degree thereof a neceſſary 
Duty; much leſs can the improved 
Rcaſon of a Heavenly Soul do fo. 
If you ſhould ſuppoſe this Queſtion 
Wir +++ L 3 to 


150 


Jeurs, whilſt I live in ſo much Hap- 
pineſs: Methinks it lays à Rub in 
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to bè put to the bleſſed Soul of the 
Child — you ſo ſadly bemoan, 
he would beſpeak you after this 
manner: 0 my dear Father, or my 
- dear Mother! Why do you ſo Lamen- 
tably aſſlict your ſelves for my Remo- 
u from you ©. It pities me to ſee 


yon dromn d in ſo many ſorromful 


the ſonooth Paths of Eternity Fam 
:treading, to conſider your Jiſconſelate 
Condition. M eep not for me, but 


wel p. ſor jour ſelf, and the reſt of your 


Bre thren in your troubleſome World, 
who are flill labowring in the way of 
your Salvation, and the Seturing your 


eternal Happineſs. I, to ny Foy, am 
got through the hazardous Paſſage ; 


1 am Thr AF on the bleſſed” Shore of 
\Immortality, and now can look back 


with Satisfaction upon the —_— 
Seas [ own as: off ed in: ¶̃ have 


5 for 


CLAY 188 Yair Mk . a. 


ever bid aclien 70 ul Pain und 
Hint IS bal nefther"fettr 5 
eme Dearb! any more; bud enter 
upor's Path Ear 17 
js” laid o er 


* Ag e, ww the tas wp 
ee Vigour, without D 
J Eternity.” I tan nom ih Scorn 
and Pitty Ido, own upon the Follies 
and aner of Jo Mold, ani vile- 
ly deſpiſe 'that empty Oben of Ploa- 
futes, which hoſt of of fondly pure, 
far. I um nom entertained irh 
more refined linowledye, A 4 ore 
exact Senſe. IV hingt, bun Jom can 
pofſtbly have any Conception of : Tah 
now dcſmitted into a more intimate 
Knowledge & the Spirirual World, bf 
the Nature and Oeconomy and all 256 
ſeveral” Glortous Ranks: of Angelical 
Beings" und enjoy u 7 05 mm 
carlon of the 1. une E ence 


of *- 
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< — Godbegd, it Lee ech ee Mal 
2 ſelf,more clearly in n View, 
Jr 2 iſcovers continually freſh.Scene. 
of anſpea wag be H dear 
et, Paxents ener Þ 


Late e Sexenity. 3 where 5 happy, 
Sal l in poſſeſpon of ſo much preſent 
Servefation, and ſo much greater Ex. 
. e the Re 0 of the 
$, wPex, E 4 all take a 
fk * amy beck aac ball then 
fill ap the Meaſare of unbounded and 
incomprehenſi ble Joys. I. am in ea- 
ger. Expefation to, ſes you in this 
Place, and to be inveſted with 
. Degree of Glory, ;, but never 
mi iſh me tohave had a longer Contina- 
ance in your troubleſome World, where 
the: greateſt, Pleaſures. and Honours 
are.zothing, but .inſipid. Flaſhes of 
_ Fires: * * . of 


Air; 
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ARS arch the moſt; Glorious 
n are only gilded I horns., Work 

out  yqur om Salvation with what 
Diligence and 4 Application Jou can; 
repine not at my Abſence, which 
is attended with ſo —— 45 Mi- 


bk * 5 — 
pak 


e # Palace % 4 i 
. Gnelufu on. 


e 


MAI. 1 have bakers; pre- 
be the Reader wich OO of 
beſt, Arguments I could ſug- - 
— for the — the Grief 7 a 
ferſon afflicted for the Loſs of a 


Gal or other dear Relation, 
drawn 


4 
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drawn from the Nature of Gor, 
the | Courſe of the World, the 
Duties o wing to himſelf his Erie riench 
and particularly his deeeaſed N 
lations; and I ſhall conclude | — 
whole Diſcourſe by, adding 
or three farther Hadites how A 
Perſons may caſe their Srief un. 

der ſuch a Calamitj Nad 5.0% d 
7 refe# © And, firſt, * would ri 


on the fe for- 


mer Exjoy- them, when-evertheir melanc 
=. thoughts" lead them to reflect 
upon the great Loſs in theit 
Children, to turn their Minds off, 
from a conſideration of what they 
have loſt, to what Satisfaction they 
have formerly cnjoy'd in them 


- Wehall always have a Sadneſs 


10 render ourmindsif we nothing 


* think of a Child dead; of d 
Child lodged in à cold Grave, 
bende this: beautiſul and tender 
Body which lately charmed the 

Eyes 
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Eyes of all Beholders is herome i 
the food of Worms; of à Child i 
ſo dear, ſo good ſo dutiful, that 
is now never to be ſcen again 


f we keep our Thoughts dwelimg 
upon ſuch black Reflections and 
turn only the dark ſide of our 
Condition to our Eyes, e may 
then be preſent at a Funeral every 
Minute of our Life, andoretam 
the terribleneſs of our Firſt:Griet 
freſh upon our minds to our dying + 
day. But to avoid cheſe lamen- 
table Thoughts, we muſt not 
take the Method which ſome 
people do, never to think of their 
Child at all, but induſtrioufly to 
baniſh the Memory of him out 

of their Mind, becauſe they 
know. not how to think of him 
without ſo great uneaſineſ. 
For: this is to Buy our Eaſe and 
Content by dur Unkindneſ(s,: aid 


tO 
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too raſt off the: Remembrance of 

a:\dear Child, who has not de- h. 
ſerved it from us. 7B%D 0. W 
hut if we would act in * caſe, I tc 
with the Wiſdom and Courage I. 
e ought, - we: ſhould! frequently in 
thin of our : Child, but» ſhould 
think of him with all che-pleal. 


ing Circumſtances we can. Let us 
run over again in our Minds the 
dclightſom Thoughts which we 
formerly entertained our. ſelvcY to 
with in reflecting upon his WI. 
his Beauty, his good Humour and 
dutiful Carriage: Let us bring I an 
back the ee, Ima ges of thoſe I 25 
things a 22" before 10 delighted I are 
us: Lot us fancy that we ſec him I M 
again ſporting among his little the 
'Compamons and delighting him-¶ we 
Clin his innocent Paſtimes; that I fa 
we ate again inſtructing * in his 
Duty, and with pleaſure * 

1M 
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him repeat what qe as learnt; and 
wich little Wiles beguiling him in- 
to a Love of Virtue and Learning: 
Let us imagine him again wanton- 
ing in our Preſencand pleaſing us 
Vicki his pretty Talk or runing 
|| cagttly into our embraces and im- 
printing upon us his kindeſt Kiſſes 
vich their uſual ſweetneſßs 
Now, if we would endeavour: 
to paint out the Remembrance 
of him in ſuch plcaſing Figures, 
it would be delightſom to us at 
my time to think of him q here. 
s the other Tragical Dreſſcs we 
are apt to repreſent him to our 
Mind in, ſerve only to keep our 
thoughts upon the Rack, whilſt 
we are reffecting on him; and to 
ſcaree and affright us from re- 
membring him. 
If it be (aid that this is too Hard 
Leſſon of Philoſophy to be put 
N in 
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in practice by xboſc of the ten. 
dereſt Paſſions; or though Fa- 
thers; who arc andowved with the 
greater Frimitude of Nature may 
© able to perform it, yet Mo- 
thers, Who have a ſtronger Biaſs 
of. Aflections which are leſs at the 
command of Reaſon, have no 
power to give any turn of Com · 
fortable. Reflection to ſo ſad an 
Object when it once lies before 
them: Ianſwer; That this Pretence 
is only for want of Tryal; and 
Women, if they would but endes 
vour to force their Natures a 
while, and uſe themſelves to ſpeak 
of their deceaſed Child with dana 
ſeeming Pleaſure, they would quick- 
ly come to conquer their uneaſie . 
Grief in good earneſt. Inſtances of lu 
the Truth of this have been ſeen ler, 
in the Examples of ſeveral brave ter 
Ladics, both in .antient. are Was 
| 151) 
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dern Times; and a very remarka- | 
ble;one. Seneca gives us of Livia, 
joins: wich the contrary one of 
Octavia his diſtexr. The Inſtances. 
ara o vet particular, and che 
Stories of theſe two great Ladies 
ſo handſomly told, that I cannot 
do ſo well as to ſet them down 
me the Author's own Words, in 
his Book of Conſolation to Mar- 
a Roman Lady. I will. 
a beſore -your Eyes, Madam, the, 
%% Eminent Examples of your. 


er, and our Age. The one of 4 
La who gave, ber ſelf to be car- 
a I away by rief; the other, who, 
- | Llougb affected by the ſame ill For- 
« une, but greater Loſs, would a0 
} 

N 


ſuſſer Her. Sorrow tong to veigu oder 
ber, But in à little time ſettled. 
eber Reaſon in itsomn I hrone. Octa- 
p · Nvia and Livia, the one the Siſter, the, 
1 other 
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other the Wife of Auguſtus, lof their 
SonsyoungMen, andbarb intheirTarns 
certain f the Succeſſion of the Em- 
pire, had they lived. Octavia tft 
Marcellus, on who Auguſt us br) 
as 4 Father i in Law, — 4, ow 
began to lay "ow he 
weight 73 the tes" a — 
Gentleman 7 Nr Courage and 
noble Wit, F 4 Temperance un 
Gravity which were cdmirable in ihoſe 
years and in that fortune, patient 
of _ averſe 10'Pleaſwe, 25 able 
bear" whatever” his Uncle hat 
pleaſed to Hay; or (if I may life 
to build — he hat laid — 
a ſtrong Foundation us would giv 
way * weight. When he WE his 
Mother never th un en, through- 
out her whole Life," ef weeplug 4nd 
groaning. She never would ſuffer 
any Herſon ro ſpeak "any "thing "df 
Comfort ro to her, or to 'wiſh * any 
ap- 
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Happineſs. She would.mot- fuſfer hen 
Friends 30 give \her\any_:Avdeas 


tion from or: Grief; but made Fhat 
alone her whole Baſineſs and Km- 
ploy. She . behaved"%her ſe 7 fer 
her whole. Life ju as ſbe did the 
day her Son was buried; ſhe was ſo 
far. from riſing from her Grief, that 
Jhe would not ſo much as be lifted apt 
efteeming it a ſecond Orbity to be de- 
prived of her Tears. 1 Shes would ſufe 
fer no Picture of her dear Son in her 
preſence,” and no. perſon t0 mention 
his name. She hated all Women who 
were Mothers, but was in 4 perfect. 
Rage againſt Livia; becauſe he 
ſam the ha e 2 75 was promiſed 
10 Marcellus, would paſs to her ſon. 
She | continually kept her ſelf. up in 
Darkneſs and Solitude; and would 
not look up to her Brother when he 
came to her. She diſdainfully refuſed 
to hear the Poems and Panegyricks, 
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162 Conſolation'to Parents for 
which were made in hoxour of Mar- 
Comfort, amd for ever after refuſed 
an folemn Viftt ; and hating her 
Brother's great Fortune, which bad 
wade her (0 conſpicuous, ſhe choſe to 
bide and bury ber ſelf. When her 
other Children and Grandcbildren 
were with her, ſbe fill kept on her 
Mourning Veil, to the offence of them 
all, that ſhe ſhould think her ſelf Child- 

leſs whilft they were alive. 

But Livia loft her Son Druſus, who 
would have been à great Prince, as he 
was already a great General. Hewas the 
firſt that had made an Enim intoGerma- 
xy, and f xt the Roman Enfigns there, 
where the Roman name was ſcarcel 
beard of. In this Expedition Je died, 
 bls dery Enemies reſpeftfully attending 
him in his Sickneſs, and though they 
cams to fue for Peace, what was ſo much 
their Intereſt they would not ask. There 


was 
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wds added to ibis Death, which he 
underwent for the Commonwealth, the 
great Grief of all the Citizens and 
the provinces,and in a word of all Italy; 
all the Towns and Colonies becoming 
Mourners, and following the ney 
into the City like a Triumph. His Mo. 
ther could not tal the laſt farewel Kiſs 
of her Son, and enjoy the agreeable 
action of receiving his laſt words: 
But following the Aſhes of her Druſus 
through Italy, where all places flame 


: 


with Funeral Piles, which excited a 
new Grief, as if ſbe had ſeen him die 
ſo often ; as ſoon as ſhe had buried his 
Reliques in the Tomb, ſhe laid down 
them and her Sorrow together; andgrie- 
ved no longer than was honourable for 
Cæſar, and fit for a Mother. Thence- 
forward ſhe did not ceaſe to celebrate 
the name of her Son Druſus, to re- 
preſent his brave Actions bbth in pub- 
lick and _ willingly both 
M 2 to 


I 6+! 


Reading 


uſeful 
Books. 


Wii no one could ener. mention the 
other without. making, Octavia ſag. 
Chooſe thereſore which Example you 
think. the beſt. If you: will allo 
the. firſt; you muſt exempt your Af 
from the number of the Living, an 
reject all the. bohours and enjoyments 


| Conoſlat ion to Parents for ; 
th 'ſpeak of him and hearbf bias: 


which. are ſuitable to your fortune, 


and hate the very light. But if you 
conform your ſelf ic the example 
the other great Lady; your afflicticus 


will he more moderate. and gentle, 
And jon will not macerate Jour elf 
with ſuch terrible Jorments. 
XXXV. In the Next place 
would adviſe ſuch afflicted Perſois 
to the Reading of uſeful Books. 
The Rcading — Authors is at 
all times a very great Improvemert 
to the mind, by conveying to it 
the knowkedge of uſeful Tags, 
and Wecilying. it againſt out war 
© | Ac- 


n * "Ov — 
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Aecidents, by the Rcaſons and Exz 
perienece they furniſh it; with, Which 
not fall within the compaſs. Of 
cvery ordinary Obſervation. But 
in He time of affliction they afford 
greater Advantage. It is no in- 
donfiderable Benefit which they 
reach out to us then, by turning off 
gur thoughts from that mclan- 
choly Proſpect which lics before 
us, and entertaining us. with agrec- 
able Informations. For the mind 
is uncapable of attending to dif- 
ferent Thoughts at the ſame time; 
and when it is taken up with thoſe 

pleaſing: Repreſentations, it will 
not find it ſelf at leaſure to dwell 
upon the lamentable remembrance 
of any ſad Loſs, which docs con- 
tinually torment when it comes 
into conſideration. Not that 4 
think, the. Reading of Plays an 

Nonrances, and ſuch like ludicrous 

M 3 Books, 
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Books, will contribute any great 
ſhare to this Effect, the Vanity 
thereof being ſo. vety oppoſite 
and diſtaſtfull to a Mind woun- 
ded with Sorrow: Or if the 
thoughts of any can be ſo vai 
at ſuch a time, as to be affected 
with ſuch pleaſure, the ſatisfaction 
thereof, which ſprings up like a 
Muſhroom, will die away with 
an equal celerity, and having no 
ſubſtance to ſupport it, will quick- 
ly s go off in Smoke and Vapour, 
ut in ſuch a diſconſolate time, 
to be conyerſant in the Books of 
wiſe and ſerious Authors, will 
not only afford an agreeable Di 
yerfion in the peruſal of them, but 
will inſpire us with ſuch Maxims 
of Prudence and Comfort, as will 
* us Fortitude and Court 
aycly yo ſupport our ſelyes 1 
e Affliction e labour under. : 
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I we aply our ſelves to the 
Reading of Hiſtery, the Oęcur 

rences of former. riches, wluch are 

there repreſented .© our. view, 

will conſtantly Furniſn us wah 
Examples and Atguments for the 
mitigation of our Sorrow. When 
we meet with the miſerable out- 
rages, which Covetouſneſs and 
Ambition create in the World, 
and ſee through how much Blood 
and Slaughter, Injuſtice and Op- 
preſſion, Men wade in the putſuit 
of Gloty and Honour; ; what 
diſſimulation and breach of Faith 
they are guilty of, to purchaſe 
Revenews and Power; it gib esu 
a comfortable Reflection that our 
Son is gone, in an irmocent and 
peaceable Serenity, to reſt with 
ſuch diſtracting Tumults, and ex- 
poſed to ſuch Temptations 1 
Sinfulneſs. M 4 When 
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viMhen-welrcad the Relations of 
fuffering- Virtue, and to What Af 
fictions good Men are oftentimes 
expoſcdUin cis World; how the 
beft of Princes Have died the moſt 
JamentableDeaths ;how thoſe who 
tavebcen'a Glory toaCrownhave 
88 into the Contempt 
Bad Reproeh of chcir Nople, and 
Ahilifthey were making their Na- 
riem happy have made themſclves 
ſſilelable ; how many other brave 
And: virtuous Perſons, having ſer- 
wed / their Cduntry with Fidelity 
tand Diligence, have received from 
them the moſt ungrateful Returns, 
and'haye been baſely rewarded 
for their bt! Services, by Axes 
lor Exile: This will make us with a 


pleaſing Submiſſion to acquiſece in 


the good Providence of God, in 
not ſuffering our Son to undergo 
b ſuch dreadfulTrial sʒ but to remove 
17110 M3 bim 
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him to an uncliangable State of 
Happineſs, out of the way of the 


miſeries of this uncertain and faith- 
leſs World. 5 9 


We there 1 thi Chances at 
Misfortunes of this World ſet be: 


fore our Eyes in the moſt lively 
Colours and the moſt affecting Re- 
preſentations; which do — 
make out to us how little this 
World is to be relied upon, where 


£69 


all things ſtand upon ſo tickliſh a 


bottom. Here we find frequent 
Inſtances of Kings tumbling from 
their Crowns, and Men of no 
Name or Family mounting to the 
top Point of Glory; Perſons diſ- 
appointed of their beſt· grounded 
Expectations; and thoſe who on- 
ly dreamt of Satisfaction and Plea- 


ſure, to end mate Days in Sorrow 
and Miſery. » ie IRIS? 


„ 


Here 


170 


Diemſius. 


Sapores. 


dejaxet s 


Conſolation to Parents for 
Here we find Examples of thoſe 
who have undergone a - greater 
ſhare of Misfortune than ours does 
amount to ; of thoſe who / have 
not only Joſt a Child, but all their 
Glory. and Eſtate, and ſometimes 
their Liberty and Life too. Here 


we read of him that one day was 


a powerful Prince at Syracaſe, and 
another was teaching School at 
Corinth: Of thoſe = had lately 
commanded Millions of Subjects, 
havenot only become forlorn Cap- 
tives, but have been crampt into 
a Cage, made Sport to their Enc- 


mies, and a Footſtool to their Con- 


querours. Who can complain of 
any ordinary worldly Mistortunc, 
when he reads the lamentable State 
of Beliſarius; who, after all his 
Greatneſs and Power, after fo ma- 
ny Victories and Triumphs, falling 
into Diſgrace with the Emperor 


Tuſtt- 
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wſtinian, had his Eyes put our by 
is Order, and all his Revenues 
ſeized ; being forced to beg his 
Livdlihood in the High-ways, be- 
feeching thoſe who had lately "bows 
under his Command, to give 4 


Halfpeny to the poor Beliſarius # 
From hence we may haye Variety 
of Examples of thoſe who have 
ſuffered the particular Misfortune 
of the Loſs of Children, whith we 
are now ſpeaking of ; and thoſe 
ſome of the greateſt and moſt glo- 
rious Perſons in Antiquiry. For it 
is obſervable, That the beft and 
; moſt eminent of all the Roman EM- 
f perots died childleſs. Julius C.æſan 
» | notwithſtanding his pen ind 
© | Glory, loſt all his Iſſae, and ” 
a Tk prop up tis Fat 
us. ff 

ſelf Had bee * — 
wok the fame Merhod in * 
ibe- 
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Libenius Jus Heir. Ii tus havinging 


Brother Domitian. Nera, foriwank 
of Iſſue, adopted Trojan; and IT 
jan didi the like to Adrian; Adria, 


adopted Antoninus Plus, and he, 


Marcus Hure lius, whe was the fit 
ot all the, good Emperors that᷑ had 
2 Son z hnꝗ it Would haye heren 
happier if he had been | withone; 
than to have been the Father, of 
ſo illa Ermce as Commodus. * 
Hence we maybe furniſh d with, 
Examples of manyr:brave Perſons, 
who have: born their Afflictions 
with the greateſt Courage and Pa: 
tience and carried. to the Graye a 
firm and umſhaken Mind under che 
moſt preſſing Misfottuncs. Here 


we read of Socrates inſtructing his . 


Scholars, and teaching Philoſophy 
to his very Execution; of Zeno, 
ho was pleaſed at the Joſs of his 

924 N | ; Eſtate; 


thd. Death* of "their Children. yz 
-Eftare; for! the!yreater Freedom he 
dbraincd! thereby for His Seudy' ; 
and of Paulus Amilius who! al- 
ter the Death of his two Sons, in 
adpüblick Oration comforted tlie 
Frop te of *Rome, Who grievęd for 
wines The whole: Ans of Chri- 
ſtiatr Martyrs are ſo many ſingle 
Inſtances of Conſtancy and Cou- 
nage under tlie greateſt Trials that 
ccan!befal humanc Nature; among 
whom many tender V. irgins have 
met Death uit ſelf in ſuch terrible 
Aſpects as would have frighted the 
moſt manly Courage: And Mo- 
thers have encouraged their Sons 
to Martyrdom, and hearten'd em 
up to meet the Flames, which the 
Frailty of their Nature made them 
{tart back from. What a rare Ex- 
ample, for Perſons under Afflicti- 
ons to ſer before them, do we fee 
in * Hiſtory of the pious Lady 


Paula ; 
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174 Conſolation to Parents for 
Pauls; who, vyhen any great Ca- 
lamity had befallen her, vvould 
preſently fall a ſinging this Paſſage 
out of Denid's Plalms? Why art thou 
ſo heavy, O my Soul, and why art thor 

fo diſquieted within me? O put thy 
truft in God, for I will yet give him 
"thanks who is the help of ni counte- 
nance and my Gd. 
L heſe . AFC the Advantages Per- 
ſons in Affliction may receive from 
reading Hiſtory; and the lixe may 
be obtained by the reading Books 
of Philoſophy and Divinity. For in 
them they have laid out before 
them the Rules of their Duty in 
exact Limits; they have Vice ſhewn 
to them in its natural Deformity, 
and Virtue ſet forth in its true 
Beauty; they learn from thence 
how much a Man underyalucs 
himſelf by giving way co, and by 


being broken and born down by || m: 
| Misfor- 
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Misfortunes; and what a brave 
thing it is to bring off an uncon- 
quer d Mind from the Attacks of 
ſevere Calamities. They are infor- 
med by theſe, what a noble part 
of a Chriſtan it is, to bear Affli- 
tions with Patience, how accep- 
table it renders them to God Al- 
mighty, and how much greater a 
Reward it will procure them in the 
other World. : 
XXXVI. But for the greateſt 
Degree of Comfort of this kind, I 
would adyiſc a diligent Reading of 
the Scriptures themſelves. For they 
not only afford us the beſt Reaſons - 
for the patient bearing of Afflicti- 
ons, but ſuch Reaſons as carry the 
greateſt Authority with them. For 
the ſtrongeſt Arguments of hu- 
mane Authors may be ſubject to 
| ſome Exceptions; but what is com. 
manded by Almighty God, _ 
Ff nfal- 


Conſolation to Parents for 
Infallibilicy witli it. For his Will 
alone is bead of a thouſand Rea. 
fons;: becauſe: 1t is impoſſible that 
he ſhould will or command any 
thing but what is grounded upon 
the exacteſt Reaſon.” Beſides, the 
general Motives which the Holy 
Scriptures do reach out to us, for 
our Encouragement in the Perfor- 
mance of all our Dutics, affect the 
Souls of all good Chriſtians with ſo 

powerfula Warmch andEfficacy, as 
35nor to be parallelled in any other 


Authors. The Denunciation of 
cverlaſting Miſcry on one hand, and 


the promiſe of an endleſs Bliſs on 
the cher arc ſuch Spurs to every 
Branch of our Chriſtian Duty, that 
no onc, who gives them a ſerious 
Conſideration, can, by the ordi- 
nary Grace of God, fail of the 
due Performance of chem. And 
ne if any Principles were 
calcu- 
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calculated to produce the Apathy, 
or Freedom from Paſſions, wind 
the Stoicks pretended, they ate 
thoſe which the Holy Scriptures 
do teach. For what Arguments 
are ſo prevalent, to keep our Eyes 


dry at the Death of a good and 


dear Relation, as the Conſideration 


that he is gone to take Poſſeſſion 


of a State of endleſs Glory? © 
Let us frequently, after ſuch 2 
Misfortune, read over St. Paul's 
Deſcription of the Reſurrection in 
1 Cor. 15. which the Church has 
prudently ordered to be read in 
the Burial Service, and our Grief 
cannot but be conſiderably abated. 
Let us attentively read the Lives 
of the Patriarchs and Apoſtles, of 
Joh ahd David, and in a Word of 
all God's beſt and deareſt Serv ants, 
and fake notice of the great Sut- 
lerings God chaſtened them with; 
and it cannot but be a Comfort to 
N us 
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178, Conoflation to Parents for 
us, That our Gracious; God has 
been pleaſed to diſcipline us in the 
fame School of Affliction. Mind 

how gallantly they behaved them- 
ſelves under their Sufferings, and 
What an humble Reſignation they 
made to the good Will of God. 
But above all, read over and o- 
ver the Hiſtory of the Sufferings 
of our bleſſed Lord, who was the 
greateſt Example of Patience that 
ever was in the World, and bore 


the moſt terrible Afflictions which 


could poſſibly be undergone, with 
the moſt, ready Submiſſion to the 
Divine Pleaſure: Who was. brought 
45 a Lamb to the Slaughter, and 
opened not bis. mouth : And when 
he was under the | moſt terrible 
Oppreſſion of Mind, that Man 
could be ſubject to, cried our, 
Net my Will, but thy Will be done: 
The Meditation of this - Hiſtory 
contributed a wonderful N 
0 


N 
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of Comfort to the bleſſed Martyr” 


King Charles J. juſt before he came 


upon the Scaffold; who gave Bi- 
ſhop Juxon Thanks for his good 
Choice of a Chapter (vz. the 28 
of St. Matthew) to read to him 
upon that ſad Occaſion though 
it happen d indeed to be the Leſ- 
ſon to be read of courſe for che 
Day of the Month. 

A very great Advantage to 
perſons in ſuch diſconſolate Con- 
dition may be reaped from daily 
repeating ſome of David's Pſalms, 
particularly choſe which he com- 
poſed in the time of his Affliction; 
which carry in them a mighty 
flame of Devotion and Love of 
God, and reach an intire reliance 
upon God and reſignation to his 
Will. Theſe and other parts of 
God's Word do ſpeak fo feelingly 
to our Conſciences, as coming 


f from the Mouth of our great 


N 2 Crea- 
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Creatour. and Loy ing Father 3 


that no humane Compoſition 
can poſſib 


upon a Pious Soul, as theſe will 


cellent Obſervation that of Holy 


have. Therefore tis a very ex- 


David, Except thy ; Law bad heen 
my Delight 1 ſboul d have periſhed 


in my A liction, Pſal. I 19. 92. 
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XXXVII. The laſt Advice, and 


- * 


which I ſhall cloſe up all with, is, 
That ſuch Afflicted Perſons ſhould 
ſpend as great a hare oſ their time 


as conyeniently they can in Pevo- 
tion. Whenever they find their 
melancholy Thoughts begin to dis 
ſturb them, they ſhould 95 to their 
Cloſcts, and there carneſtly beg 
God Almighty's Aſſiſtance for the 
aſſwaging of their Grief, This is 
the Apoltle's Advice, Jam. F. 13. 


& any oze fied among you? Let 


kim pray. That is, Prayery is the 
beſt Remedy againſt Sorrow, and 
* n . an 


*. 


. bave that Force 


the Death of their Children, 57 


an Action moſt becoming a Chri- 
ſtian, in ſuch a ee Con- 
agen. For yain-and trivial Dif- 


courſe, as d will W 
1 45 5 ths Cal 
3 mighty in e is 
the beſt Phyſagan, and a locker 
Converſation with him, in Prayer, 
is the readieſt way to, forget put 
Sorrow. 

It is very remarkable what we 
read in the of, Hannah, 
1 Sam. 1. That w 
into the Temple to put up her 
Petitions to God,ſhe came a Woman 
of a Sorrowful Spirit; but afterwrads 


does it become 


ſhe went 


| 


the Text ſays Ibe did eat and drink. 


and her Conntenante was no more 
ſad. And I doubt not but God 
Almighty oftentimes affords as re- 
freſbing Comforts ro his Good 
Servants now a days, who call 
upon him faichfully ; nay, I am 
confident there are very few a 

> nth 
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Chrifttans, but who havc ſome 


time or other experienced them. 
They have gone into their Cloſets 
or to Church, with hearts ready 
to burſt with Sorrow, and have 
dome back from their Devotion 
with their Minds full of Joy and 
Peace, Tr. 

For mocking naturally has a 
greater tendency to compoſe a 
diſturbed Mind, and to a it 
over With eaſy Thou ghts, than to 
unburden ones Soul to ſo wiſe-and 
fo gracious a Being as God is. If 
it takes off a conſiderable weight 
from our Breaſts, to unboſom 
our fad Thoughts to a kind 
Friend; it will afford us a much 
more Heavenly Eaſe, to pour 
out our Souls before our good 

God, who is ſo able and ſo willing 

to help us. When all other n, 
. is weariſome and trou- 


bleſome to us, to conyerſe with 
God 


God in Devout Prayer and Medi- 
tation is unſpeakably Sweet and 


© 


Comfortable. Then, though all 


che World without us looks black 
vyith Storms and Disquiet, vve 
lic as it vvere infolded in his Arms, 
in a Peaceful Serenity. There vve 


enjoy the Comfort of the beſt 


Friend in the vyhole World, free 


from all Danger and aſſured of 


the moſt kind Aſſiſtance. N ay 
Whilſt our Souls are exerciſed in 
deyout Acts of Prayer and Medi- 
tation, they are ſo fired with a 
Love of God's Goodneſs and ſo 
elevated with an Admiration of 
his . glorious Attributes; that we 
are raiſed above the low Concerns 
of, this World, and begin to 
forget all the little Appendages of 


our frail Mortality. 
But above all, the moſt unſpeaka- 


ble Benefit which we receive fromm 


theſe Devout Acts is the Grace of 
God's 
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God's holy Spirit, which he then 
affords us. Then we feel in our 
Hearts che Joy of the Holy Ghoſt, 
den the Peace os God which paſſes 


* CC Os 


Aren n nder ſhine. This 
ia certain Cure for our Grief of any 
kind ; and to omit this, and to look 
out for other, is hut SrearFolly, and 
will be as great a Diſappointment. 
Thereforeto thisgood and gracious 
God let all the Sons and Daughrers 


ol Afflictions ſcek int their Diltreſs; 


for he alone is & fare Fee in the 
time ML Trouble. | 


hd) war's 5. 


